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16. GA 400, Buckhead Loop and Mixed-use 
Battle 
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17. Herrington Estate 
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18. Ivey Family – Old Ivy Road 
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19. Lakemoore 
 
 

 
he Wiley L. Moore residence rests on a hill in the pine trees at Lakemoore. 

 
WILEY L. MOORE -- CITIZEN OF GEORGIA 

 The story of a man who worked hard and used his intelligence to attain success in 
business and public affairs. 

WILEY LEMUEL MOORE was born on October 25, 1888, at Wrightsville, situated midway 
between Savannah and Atlanta. His father was a contractor engaged primarily in home 
construction. The family lived where the exigency of his business took him but always in the 
general neighborhood of Macon. When Wiley was three months' old the family moved, and as he 
grew into his: school days he acquired his "reading, writing and arithmetic" at Tennille, Dublin 
and Macon. There were two brothers and two sisters, all of whom are living except Ed, the 
oldest, who died in 1912. The two sisters live in Macon and the brother in nearby Dublin. 

Wiley finished high school without attracting particular attention as a scholar. Like thousands of 
other youngsters of that period he had an ambition to become a locomotive engineer. As a 
stepping-stone in this direction he wanted to become a machinist, so he secured a job in the 
Macon Iron Works at Macon, where, after serving his apprenticeship, he became a full-fledged 
journeyman. Having learned a good trade, he secured a job in the shop of the Central of Georgia 
Railway at Macon. While working as a machinist he registered as an "extra" fireman for the 
railroad. Now and then, when a regular fireman failed to report, Wiley had the opportunity to fire 
a locomotive on its run. As a young man, these were the days he looked forward to: He was 
getting along very nicely when the "seniority rule" was adopted by the railroads. Wiley says this 
was a great disappointment to him, and he calculated that it was fatal to his ambition in the 
direction he had selected. After deliberation he decided to quit his job. He also gave serious 
thought to the business with which he would next identify himself. 
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With full confidence in his future economic security, in 1910 he had persuaded the attractive 
Emma Bell Coley of Cochran, Georgia, to become his bride. They made their first home in 
Cochran, forty miles south of Macon. 

He concluded -- it was in 1912 -- that the oil business had something to offer. He had acquired 
some knowledge of oil as a lubricant while working as a machinist, and there seemed to be 
promise in the growing desire people had for the automobile. They were not numerous in 1912 
but it began to look as if they were here to stay, even though they frequently broke down. So 
Wiley looked for a job with an oil company. He landed one with Morris Kline and his 
Southeastern Oil Company of Macon. Mr. Kline was doubtful about the young machinist's value, 
and Wiley was placed on a commission basis with no drawing account-a "root hog or die" 
arrangement. A sample case was prepared and Wiley started out in his own automobile. The fact 
that he owned his own car probably got him the job. During the first month his commissions 
amounted to $105 and they just about balanced the amount he had spent. During that first month, 
however, Wiley made the encouraging discovery that his experience as a machinist was of great 
help to him in selling. To take full advantage of his skill he provided a place in his automobile 
for the excellent set of tools he had accumulated. When he ran across a broken-down automobile 
he would stop and make repairs if they were not too serious, and at the many small cotton gins 
and sawmills where he called with his sample case he was able to give helpful assistance in 
connection with the operation of machinery that was not always too well maintained. These free, 
voluntary services won many friends. 

Even as a young man the cornerstone of Wiley Moore's business and personal philosophy was 
his desire to make friends and it is not surprising that within six months his monthly 
commissions had climbed to four and five times his first month's earnings. 

Wiley continued to make friends and his commissions grew. It is entirely possible that Mr. Kline 
thought Wiley was making too much money for a man of his years and that it would not be good 
for him to do so well, for there was trouble about commissions. After a brief but explosive scene, 
Wiley was paid the full amount earned and he quit. 

With an established clientele there was no difficulty in securing a new source of supply. The 
Globe Refining Company, a marketing subsidiary of the National Refining Company, took 
Wiley on as a local selling representative. Both prospered under the arrangement. " After a time 
important men in the home office at Cleveland, Ohio, noticed Wiley's performance and he was 
invited there to confer with the general sales manager. Wiley made the trip and came back to 
Macon as Southeastern Sales Manager for Globe and six southern states as his territory. His job 
was to employ salesmen, train them and turn them loose in a section of his territory where they 
were most likely to do well. Wiley worked at this job for five years and made a fine record. 

Young Mr. Moore realized he was seldom at home, that he was working day and night, and that 
he was not doing much better financially than he did on his commission selling. He had saved 
some money and he began to want to get into the oil business for himself. The sales manager of 
Globe was disappointed a short time later when he could not dissuade Wiley from that course. 

It was on January 1,1917, when the Dixie Oil & Grease Company came to life. The home office 
was in Macon and Wiley Moore was head man. His first two employees are still with him. With 
his experience, his wide acquaintance and his ambition, the new company could not fail to 
prosper. A source of supply was necessary, so after going over the field with some care he made 
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his first supply contract with The Texas Company. Their representative and the man with whom 
Wiley did business was the late Major D. A. Vann, for many years Vice-President of the Sherrill 
Oil Company of Pensacola. B. E. Robinson, Pure's head marketing man in Tennessee, was then 
manager of The Texas Company's Macon plant. 

Time passed and the Dixie Oil & Grease Company was going along very nicely with an office 
opened in Atlanta. There was growing demand for gasoline and oil. As an independent oil 
marketing business grows, the problem of a certain and adequate supply becomes increasingly 
important. A fellow in Birmingham, Alabama, 160 miles to the west, had been attracting 
attention with a motor fuel called "Woco Pep." It was a blend of gasoline and benzol. G. T. 
Wofford, the man, had contracted for all of the benzol the Birmingham steel mills produced for a 
long period in advance. He was a painful thorn in the flesh of his competitors in Birmingham and 
vicinity. With growing sales in Alabama, Wofford Oil had entered the Atlanta field, but in 
Atlanta marked success had not come to them. As a result, Mr. Wofford was looking for an 
ambitious and capable young man to put more life into their Georgia activities. It was natural 
that he found Wiley Moore to his liking and that Wiley Moore found increased strength in the 
association. 

 
Wiley L. Moore 

 

So in 1922 Dixie Oil & Grease was merged with Wofford Oil. The Georgia activities were under 
the corporate name of Wofford Oil Company of Georgia and Wiley Moore was head man in this 
Georgia endeavor. At the time of the merger, total monthly gasoline sales were around 60,000 
gallons. During the next few years the business grew by leaps and bounds and average gasoline 
sales per month during 1934 were over 4,000,000 gallons. 
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It is possible that Mr. Wofford wanted to partially cash in, as he had seen phenomenal growth 
both in the industry and in his own business. He wondered if Wiley Moore would be interested in 
buying out his Georgia interest and he asked him. This opened a new field of thought to Mr. 
Moore, and he immediately wrote a letter to Beman G. Dawes in which he told Mr. Dawes, who 
was President 0f The Pure Oil Company at that time, that he wished to discuss a matter with him 
and that he believed the subject would be of interest. Mr. .Moore went to the general offices at 
Columbus for the discussion. C. B. Watson was handling matters of this character and an 
arrangement was concluded whereby Pure Oil acquired control of the property but Mr. Moore 
became the president of the corporation with a substantial private interest in it. This became 
effective in October 1924. A year later Mr. Wofford and the Birmingham company entered into 
an agreement similar to the one Mr. Moore had made with Pure Oil, except that Mr. Wofford did 
not wish to remain for long as the operating head of the business. 

An incident in connection with one of the early meetings between Beman G. Dawes, C. B. 
Watson and Wiley L. Moore had to do with the discussion of a poker game. Beman Dawes was 
talking with Wiley about some of his friends in Georgia. Both enjoyed playing poker. Mr. Dawes 
asked him if he had ever won any money from a mutual friend, and Mr. Moore said: "No, I don't 
believe I ever won a nickel from him." After Mr. Moore left the room, Mr. Dawes said to Mr. 
Watson: '"I believe you can trust that fellow and do business with him. " I never knew anyone 
who ever won money from 'Mr. Blank' while playing poker." 

There followed years of successful marketing operations for the Wofford Oil Company of 
Georgia. Mr. Moore is recognized as a leading oil marketer in the southeastern part of the 
country. The Pure Seal is in evidence all over Georgia, and Woco Pep and Tiolene are among the 
leading petroleum products in the State. 

Fortified by an excellent organization in Atlanta. Wiley Moore took on the job of organizing 
marketing facilities for products of The Pure Oil Company in North and South Carolina during 
the early 1930's. This was a herculean task. 

R. H. McElroy of the Chicago office participated with Mr. Moore in the beginning of the 
development in the Carolinas and they spent two hectic weeks together. Their accomplishment 
was substantial, but Mr. McElroy says the thing that impressed itself most deeply in his memory 
was the fact that Wiley insisted that he, McElroy, pay all expenses and put them on his, 
McElroy's, expense account. After the habit was established, Mr. McElroy says Wiley invited 
everyone they met to have the next meal with them. Being a Scotsman himself, McElroy 
admired this trait greatly and in such a manner, began one of those beautiful friendships. 

Mr. Moore and his Carolinas' organization blended a large group of successful independent oil 
marketers throughout the two States into a single marketing unit during a comparatively short 
time. At the same time there was an extensive service station and bulk plant construction 
program. Before the Carolinas' job was entirely finished, he took on a similar development in 
central and eastern Tennessee. In the past the operation of one company covering a single state 
has not been a sufficient job to occupy Mr. Moore's seemingly limitless energy. 

At the present time Mr. Moore may be found at his desk at the headquarters' office of the 
Wofford Oil Company of Georgia, 140 Spring Street, S. W., in Atlanta, where he regularly 
attends to his duties as Chairman of the Board of Directors. The heavy end of the work these 
days falls on George A. Beattie, President of Wofford Oil Company of Georgia. Mr. Beattie 
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came with Mr. Moore from Birmingham in 1922 when the agreement with Mr. Wofford was 
made. 

Mr. Moore's chief business interest has always been and continues to be the oil company, but he 
has participated in many other activities during recent years. They are too numerous to be dealt 
with here in detail, but the following list will give some idea of his other business interests: 

He is a director in the Fulton National Bank of Atlanta; this is one of the leading Atlanta banks. 
He is a director in Eastern Air Lines, Inc., of New York City; this is one of the large air lines and 
has as its executive head Wiley's friend, Captain E. V. Rickenbacker. He is a director in 
Associated Transportation Company, Inc., of New York City; this is one of the large trucking 
companies of the country. And there are six or eight other organizations in which he has an 
official interest. 

Mr. Moore has another side to his life which at times requires even more of his attention than 
private business matters. He is a citizen of Georgia and of Atlanta who assumes public 
responsibilities. Since his early days in Macon he has been interested in and fascinated by public 
affairs. However, he is in no sense a factional politician. He has always kept in mind the 
desirability of making friends, so he does not indulge in political quarrels. 

 

The residence of Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Booth at Lakemoore. 

Politically, he first held office in Atlanta when he was elected to the Board of Education in 1924 
to serve the unexpired term of a departed member. He was elected to the Council in 1925 and 
served during the six years 1925-1930. During the years 1928, 1929 and 1930 he was chairman 
of the Finance Committee of the Atlanta Council. In 1930 he ran for Mayor. It was a three-corner 
race and the winner beat him by something less than 300 votes. Mr. Moore entered the race late 
and it is quite probable that he would have won had he made a serious fight for the position over 
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the same period that his competitors contested for it. Probably the most interesting thing about 
that campaign and its aftermath was the fact that the winner, a personal friend, invited him to 
become Chairman of the Bond Sinking Fund Commission. The Mayor had talked with local 
bankers about Atlanta's financial condition and whom they could get to look after the City's 
obligations the bankers suggested to the Mayor that he invite Wiley Moore to take over the job. 
Mr. Moore's friends are proud of the fact that he accepted the responsibility and that he has 
continued to serve as chairman of this Commission ever since. 

Mr. Moore is usually active around election time. He was Senator George's campaign manager in 
1938 and 1944. He is frequently urged to run for public office but, aside from the School Board, 
the Council and the Mayor's office, he has never been a candidate. 

Having friends in high political places carries obligations at times. Before Ellis Arnall became 
Governor of Georgia he had been critical of prison conditions in the State and he pledged to 
improve them. When he became Governor, the necessity of fulfilling his pledge imposed a 
problem. He asked Wiley Moore to accept appointment to the office of State Director of 
Corrections. The appointment was accepted on a temporary basis with the understanding that 
there would be no salary or expense money from the State. Mr. Moore was sworn in as Director 
of Corrections in early October 1943. He devoted considerable time to the job during succeeding 
months. First, he inspected the camps and institutions, second, he prevailed upon specialists of 
national reputation to help him. In early November 1943, Lewis E. Lawes, formerly Warden of 
Sing Sing and competent matters consulted with Mr. Moore along with other experts. Changes 
began immediately. In February 1944 Mr. Moore told Georgia citizens of expenditures he 
wanted them to approve in order that adequate provision might be made for the people in 
Georgia penal institutions. A few days later, the difficult part of the job completed, Mr. Moore 
sent his resignation to Governor Arnall. Newspapers over the State thanked Wiley Moore in their 
editorial columns and many thoughtful citizens wrote grateful letters.  

The Governor appreciated Mr. Moore's efforts. In reply to a question asked him a few weeks 
ago, Governor Arnall said: "Wiley Moore is a public spirited citizen who works at the job of 
citizenship instead of talking about it. Although he is one of the busiest men in Georgia, he has 
always found it possible to put in another hour's work to accomplish something for his State and 
his community. His work in reorganizing Georgia's Penal System, serving without compensation 
as the first director of the Department of Corrections and initiating a program that will be of the 
utmost value for many years to come, is illustrative of his public service. The best words that I 
can find to describe Wiley Moore are very simple ones: He is a good citizen." 

A newspaper clipping of May 1935 shows Mr. Moore removing the first shovel of dirt for the 
new Georgia Baptist Hospital Annex. Mr. Moore was chairman of the group which raised 
$150,000 for construction purposes. 

During the NRA days, Wiley Moore was Regional Director of the Petroleum Authority for ten 
southeastern states. In 1944 he was chairman of a group raising a million dollars for the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital. 
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The residence of Mr. and Mrs. James C. Moore at Lakemoore. 

Among his activities, current and past, of a public nature are the following: 

He is a member of the Georgia Baptist Hospital Commission. He is chairman of the Advisory 
Commission of Georgia's State prisons. He is on the Georgia Agricultural and Industrial Board. 
As previously mentioned, he is chairman of the Sinking Fund Commission of Atlanta. He is 
president of the United Hospitals Service Association of Atlanta. He was president of the Atlanta 
Chamber of Commerce during 1934 and 1935. In that office he was the first to succeed himself. 
He was chairman of the Finance Committee of the Atlanta City Council during 1928, 1929 and 
1930. 

In going over hundreds of newspaper clippings about Wiley Moore and his activities one gets the 
impression that, whenever there is a difficult or unpopular public job to do in Atlanta, Wiley 
Moore gets it. The newspapers recognize him as "one of Atlanta's more beloved citizens." It is 
difficult for one to think of a more unpleasant job than becoming chairman of a Sinking Fund 
Commission in 1932. Certainly to his great successes as a businessman he can claim noteworthy 
successes as a citizen. 

The Moore family consists of Mr. and Mrs. Moore and five children, Wiley L, Moore. Jr. 
unmarried, is a Lieutenant Commander in the U. S. Navy, currently on the Carrier Ticonderoga. 

Walter P. Moore is a Lieutenant, senior grade, in the United States Navy, on an LST transporting 
troops from England to the Continent and wounded men from the Continent to England. He and 
Mrs. Moore have one son. 

Helen Moore is now Mrs. J. Virylin Booth. She and Mr. Booth reside at their home on Emma 
Lane, Lakemoore. Mr. Booth is Vice President of Moore, Inc. 
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James C. Moore is with Bell Aircraft Corporation at Marietta, Ga. He and Mrs. Moore have two 
children and reside at Lakemoore. 

Grace Moore is Mrs. Spencer Howell. She and her young son are making their home with her 
parents, as her husband, a medical officer in the Army, is now serving at Ft. McPherson. He 
received a back injury in Italy but is now physically able to render some professional work. 

About six years ago Mr. Moore acquired 200 acres of hilly, wooded land approximately ten 
miles northeast of the Atlanta business district. A small stream flows through his property and he 
has been able to form a series of small lakes on the place by construction of several dams. There 
has been considerable road building, landscaping and engineering work. Besides his own 
residence, there are two other residences in his family group. They are occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
James C. Moore and Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Booth. There is also a servants' quarters and ample food 
storage facilities. Other residences are planned when building restrictions ease. Something like 
three miles of macadam highways wind through the property. Lakemoore is a beautiful location 
for homes. There is also a Club House. This building is not far from the main highway, back 200 
or 300 yards, and it is approximately 150 feet long and 50 feet wide, extending out into one of 
the small lakes. There are two floors. On the first floor there is a huge kitchen with all modern 
facilities. There are two large assembly rooms on the lower floor which may be used for social 
gatherings or meetings. The C. B. Watson room is about 60 feet long by 50 feet wide, and the 
George A. Beattie room is approximately 50 feet by 30 feet. On the second floor there are four 
rooms of varied size. 

 

One of the lakes.  The Wiley Moore residence is behind the trees in the upper left. 

The Club House is used for gatherings of business men, church groups and clubs. As one might 
suspect, there have been many Wofford Oil Company parties there and The Pure Oil Company 
Board of Directors once held a meeting within its walls. Just across the walk from the Club 
House is a smaller structure of brick and concrete. It consists of one good sized room with a 
central table and chairs and seats, and a small service pantry. Here Mr. Moore frequently 
entertains guests as they can be completely isolated. 



83 
 

 

Entrance to the Club House. 

 

The Club House from one of the lakes. 

Across from the entrance to the Club House grounds is Rickenbacker Drive- named in honor of 
the fine American citizen, Captain Eddie Rickenbacker. Several years ago Captain Rickenbacker 
invited Mr. Moore to become a director of Eastern Air Lines because of his great knowledge of 
the Southeast and its people. Captain Rickenbacker said he has found Mr. Moore to be Georgia's 
number one unofficial citizen and a man that those of Eastern Air Lines consider one of their 
family. 
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There is one more thing in which Mr. Moore has a deep interest. It is the farm located near 
Sparta about 100 highway miles southeast of Atlanta. It consists of approximately 500 acres and 
here Mr. Moore's farm manager, Jimmy Williams, grows grain, vegetables and live stock. On the 
property is an old water powered grist and flour mill which continues to grind corn and wheat. It 
is Mr. Moore's belief that this farm will satisfactorily provide meat, vegetables. flour and 
cornmeal for the Moore family group at Lakemoore for years to come. 

Mr. Moore, at 56 years of age has fulfilled most of his early ambitions in connection with 
business success, winning friends, earning public approbation and doing the things a successful 
man likes to do for the members of his family. In speaking with him about his business 
successes, he remarked that there is always a number of loyal "old- timers" who help meet the 
problems when they come; people like George A. Beattie, now president of Wofford Oil 
Company; Wilbur Brown, who is in charge of Atlanta sales; W. D. Tumlin, who is in charge of 
sales outside of Atlanta; A. M. Ingram, Mr. Moore's assistant; Miss Olive Shepard, who joined 
Mr. Moore in late 1916 when he was working with Globe Oil and who has been his secretary 
since that time; and G. C. Lowery who also joined him in early days. 

Mr. Moore belongs to the usual number of clubs and lodges, and in sports he enjoys an 
occasional game of golf and fishing. 

Yes, Wiley Moore is a successful business man. He has made a wholesome and adequate 
provision for his family and he is a good citizen. With great success behind him, he continues to 
make friends and to remain humble. It would be misleading to insinuate that Wiley Moore has 
reached his zenith in business or public work for he is a relatively young man in good health. 
Such a modest man who continues make good friends has no limitation. 

One of Wiley's old-time associates said of him, "Wiley is a hard fighter, a good trader and 
naturally shrewd, but I don't believe he ever did a mean thing in his life." 

There are times when Mr. Moore has chance to go on a fishing or hunting trip. His companion on 
such a holiday is most likely to be Judge Virlyn B. Moore (no relative) of Atlanta. Invited to 
contribute a few sentences about Wiley Moore as a friend, the Judge composed a page of 
thoughtful manuscript which concluded with a quotation of verse. To the transmitting letter he 
added as a post script the following handwritten words: "You cannot put these things down on 
paper in a way that is satisfactory. Wiley is a great fellow and a true friend. Nothing I have said 
does him justice." Judge Moore's post script has in it the epitome of the expressed thoughts of so 
many others - words are inadequate when it comes to expressing one's feelings about a true 
friend. 
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1938 photo of Lakemoore and Blue Heron Nature Preserve area. Roswell 
Road is on the left, Lakemoore Drive horizontally divides the picture roughly 
though middle.  Note the oblong island in the lake at the end of the newly 
constructed Emma Lane.  A narrow bridge connects Emma to the island.  

  
Same bridge in 2004. 
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20. Lakes in North Buckhead 
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North Buckhead’s  urban lake had luxury residential beginnings 

 

 

The lake at Monarch Tower, above, had its origins in the front yard of the 
Alexander Estate. 

 

 

Photo of Alexander Estate in 1949. 
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Alexander Estate photo with 1998 FEMA map superimposed. 

 

Same place! Lake outline superimposed on current street grid. 
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Google StreetView from Lenox Road showing the lake. The intersection with 
Phipps Boulevard is in the background. 

Land O’Lakes – named for a lake now gone 

 
1949 aerial map showing the Roswell/Old Ivy Road intersection.  Note the 

lake in the upper right, which has been confirmed by land survey 
documents. Sarah Smith and Land O’Lakes Drive weren’t there in 1949. 
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The lake was likely removed when Land O’Lakes Drive was built.  If you 

know when this happened, please contact NBCA.  

 

Map showing lake in 1939. Left side, about ¼ of map from 
bottom. 
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21. Land Lotteries in Georgia 
 
Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_Land_Lotteries  

Georgia Land Lotteries 
 

The Georgia land lotteries were an early nineteenth century system of land distribution in 
Georgia. Under this system, qualifying citizens could register for a chance to win lots of land that 
had formerly (and in most cases recently) belonged to the Creek Indians and the Cherokee 
Nation. The lottery system was utilized by the State of Georgia between the years 1805 and 
1832. Although some other states used land lotteries, none were implemented at the scale of the 
Georgia contests. 

 

The Land Lottery display at New Echota, former capital of the Cherokee nation. 

Land lots were surveyed in five different sizes based on the perceived quality of the land. In 
1805, land lots were 202.5 acres (0.8 km2) and 490 acres (2.0 km2). In 1807, land lots were 202.5 
acres (0.8 km2). In 1820, land lots were 250 acres (1.0 km2) and 490 acres (2.0 km2). In 1821, 
land lots were 202.5 acres (0.8 km2). In the 1832 Land Lottery area, land lots were 160 acres 
(0.6 km2), while in the 1832 Gold Lottery area, land lots were 40 acres (0.2 km2). 
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Prior to 1803, Georgia distributed land via a headright system. Though designed to prohibit 
corruption, that system actually encouraged it. During early administrations, the government 
abused this system and created what today is generally known as the Yazoo land scandal. The 
much-abused "headright" system resulted in the adoption of the lottery system in May 1803, 
under governor John Milledge. The first lottery under the new system occurred in 1805. For each 
person subscribing to a lottery, a ticket was placed in the barrel or wheel. Since each lottery was 
over-subscribed, tickets were added to compensate for the over-subscription. 

 
 

1830 map of the Cherokee Nation. 

In October 1831, Georgia voters went to the polls to vote between Governor George Gilmer 
(who wished to reserve the Cherokee land, which contained several gold mines, for the State of 
Georgia, in order to pay for government projects and reduce taxes), and Wilson Lumpkin, who 
strongly supported giving away the lands (in what would become the State's last three land 
lotteries).  

In an effort to keep their lands, certain Cherokees (and other interested parties)—including John 
Ross, Samuel Worcester, and Major Ridge—took their fight against the State of Georgia to the 
United States Supreme Court. There were two major cases heard by the Court, during the years 
1831 through 1832: Cherokee Nation v. Georgia and Worcester v. Georgia. Though the 
Cherokee Nation actually won the court battles, both U.S. President Andrew Jackson and the 
State of Georgia chose instead to ignore the Supreme Court ruling. Georgia continued its 
surveying and division of the Cherokee lands through the final "1832 Land and Gold Lotteries". 
President Jackson made use of the U.S. Army, forcing the "removal of the Cherokees. 
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Grant issued to a drawer in the Cherokee Land Lottery of 1832, which dispersed the former 
Cherokee property among the white settlers in Georgia. 
 
Land speculation in the lotteries was common. Many lots were sold sight-unseen by the winners 
for other lots or for gold. Real estate agents, individual citizens, and even unscrupulous lottery 
officials attempted in every way imaginable to secure promising gold belt lots or valuable 
Cherokee plantation lots. During the 1832 Lottery alone, some 85,000 people competed for 
18,309 land lots to be given away, and at least 133,000 people competed for 35,000 gold belt lots 
to be given away. During the 27 years that the State of Georgia used the lottery system, the rules 
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and the methods of the system remained virtually unchanged. Lottery fees depended on the 
winning ticket and the size of the lot won, but in general, they only covered the cost of running 
the lottery. The State did not directly profit from allocating these lands. Fractional lots were sold 
in each of the lotteries, and some lands, especially those near major rivers, were exempt from the 
lottery. These were distributed by the State at public auctions. 
 
[edit] Lotteries 

1. 1805 Land Lottery — This encompassed Creek Indian lands just west of the Oconee 
River ceded to the state in 1802 and a small strip of land in the southeast section of the 
state. 

2. 1807 Land Lottery — Included additional Creek lands. 
3. 1820 Land Lottery — After the Creek War (1814), President Jackson demanded from the 

Creeks an immense area of land which would become the southern third of the entire 
state of Georgia. A second section of land in northeast Georgia was included. This other, 
smaller section defined the eastern end of the Cherokee Nation for 12 years. 

4. 1821 Land Lottery — Further Creek cessions which included the future site of Atlanta. 
5. 1827 Land Lottery — Signaled the end of the Creek Indians in Georgia. 
6. 1832 Land Lottery — This lottery, along with the 1832 Gold Lottery, gave the Cherokee 

Nation to Georgia settlers. Sparked the "Trail of Tears." 
7. 1832 Gold Lottery — By the time of the gold lottery the Georgia Gold Rush was already 

beginning to wind down. The state did not guarantee that gold existed on the lots given 
away. 

8. 1833 Fractions Lottery — The State of Georgia held one final land lottery in December, 
1833, to distribute fractions from the Cherokee territory and other remaining lots not 
drawn in previous lotteries. 
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[edit] External links 
Land Lotteries from the state of Georgia Archives 
1805 Georgia Land Lottery from 1805georgialandlottery.com 
1807 Georgia Land Lottery from 1807georgialandlottery.com 
Georgia Land Lottery from ngeorgia.com 
Land Lottery Records from rootsweb.com/~usgenweb 
Land Lottery Records from georgiagenealogy.org 
 
 
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0975531220?tag=pkgraham-
20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0975531220&adid=1N3N8
AHRWRZFHFQZD8E9&&ref-
refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1805georgialandlottery.com%2F  
 
1805 Georgia Land Lottery Fortunate Drawers and Grantees [Paperback] 

The 1805 Georgia Land Lottery was the first experiment of its kind in the United States. Partly in 
response to the Yazoo and Pine Barrens Land Frauds of the 1790s, the people of Georgia decided 
to distribute newly acquired lands using a lottery, thereby minimizing opportunities for 
corruption. Land lotteries had been used previously on a limited basis, but the distribution of 
public lands on a mass scale by lottery is unique to Georgia. New land was surveyed into square 
lots using public funds and then distributed by chance to eligible citizens. Widows and orphans, 
classes typically disadvantaged under the headright system, were specifically allowed to 
participate in the land lottery. As the first of eight Georgia land lotteries, the 1805 Land Lottery 
served as the operational model for those to follow and established districts and land lots as the 
foundational units of Georgia's survey system (over the township, range, and section). The 
purpose of this book is to document the record of title transfer from the State of Georgia to an 
individual for each land lot distributed through the land lottery process in 1805. The information 
contained in this book was compiled from a variety of sources, primarily the List of Persons 
Entitled to Draws, the grant books, and the Numerical List. Sources used that relate to specific 
events and requests include the Executive Department Minutes, records of the Georgia General 
Assembly, and three series of land lottery documents. In addition, the List of Fortunate Drawers, 
the Proceedings and Ledger of Fractions Sales, and the Index Leading to Page were used for 
verification purposes. 

http://www.1807georgialandlottery.com/  
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1807 Georgia Land Lottery 
Fortunate Drawers and Grantees 
by Paul K. Graham 
Coming in January 2011 
Even before the 1805 Land Lottery drawing had begun, pressure was mounting for Georgia to 
gain control over the remaining land between the Oconee and Ocmulgee Rivers. Less than three 
months after the conclusion of the 1805 Georgia Land Lottery, the United States purchased 2.2 
million acres from the Creek Indians. The 1807 Land Lottery was structured almost identically to 
the 1805 Land Lottery, continuing the district and land lot survey system and repeating the use of 
a land lottery to distribute the land. The purpose of this book is to document the record of title 
transfer from the state of Georgia to an individual for each land lot distributed through the land 
lottery process in 1807. 
 

http://ngeorgia.com/history/lotteries.html  
Georgia's Land Lottery 
Today when people speak of the Georgia lottery, they are probably referring to one of the many 
state-sponsored gambling games. These "games" are widely recognized for the funding of the 
Hope scholarship program and many other educational programs. But Georgia's first lotteries 
came at the start of the 19th century and represented a much darker side of Georgia's history, for 
it was through these lotteries that land belonging to Creek and 
Cherokee Indians was distributed.  

Seven times between 1805 and 1832 
Georgia used a lottery system to distribute the land taken from the 

Cherokee or Creek Indians. These lotteries were unique to the state; no 
other state used a lottery system to distribute land. Lot size varied 

widely, even in the individual lotteries. The largest lots 
distributed were 490 acres in the 1805 and the 1820 land lottery. 
The smallest lots were the 40-acre gold lots distributed during the 
Gold Lottery of 1832.  
Many people, including the state of Georgia, combine the Land 
Lottery of 1832 and the Gold Lottery of 1832 and represent it as a 

single lottery; however, both the enabling legislation and the 
drawings themselves were independent, hence there were seven 

lotteries, not six.  
Prior to 1803 Georgia distributed land via a headright system. Designed to prohibit corruption, 
the system actually encouraged it. During early administrations the government abused this 
system and created what today is generally known as the Yazoo Land Fraud. These abuses led to 
the adoption of the lottery system in May, 1803 under governor John Milledge. The first lottery 
under the new system occurred in 1805.  
Almost 3/4 of the land in present-day Georgia was distributed under this lottery system. During 
the 27 years that land was distributed under the system the rules and the methods of the lottery 
remained virtually unchanged. Applicants could be white males over 18 (or 21 depending on the 
lottery), orphans, or widows. Fees depended on the lottery and the size of the lot won, but in 
general they only covered the cost of running the lottery. The state did not profit from allocating 
these lands. Fractional lots were sold in each of the lotteries and some lands, especially those 
near major rivers, was exempt from the lottery. These were distributed by the state using 
alternate, frequently corrupt, methods.  

The Georgia Land Lottery
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For each person subscribing to a lottery a ticket 
was placed in the barrel. Since each lottery was 
over-subscribed, blank tickets were added to 
compensate for the over-subscription. 
According to the state archives, no record 
remains of the people who drew the blank 
tickets after the 1805 lottery.  

 1805 Land Lottery  

This encompassed Creek Indian lands just west 
of the Oconee River ceded to the state in 1802 
and a small strip of land in the southeast section 
of the state. 

 1807 Land Lottery  

Included additional Creek lands. 

 1820 Land Lottery  

After the Creek War (1814), Andrew Jackson demanded the secession of the southern third of present-day 
Georgia. A second section of land in northeast Georgia was included. This defined the eastern end of the 
Cherokee Nation for 12 years. 

 1821 Land Lottery  

Further Creek cessions 

 1827 Land Lottery  

Signaled the end of the Creek Indians in Georgia. 

 1832 Land Lottery  

This lottery, along with the 1832 Gold Lottery, gave the Cherokee Nation to Georgia settlers. Sparked the 
"Trail of Tears." 

 1832 Gold Lottery  

By the time of the gold lottery Georgia's Gold Rush was winding down. The state did not guarantee that 
gold existed on the lot. 

Georgia's Gold Rush  
Georgia history  

 

  

George Parrish, Jr. 
Georgia Archives  
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22. Little Nancy Creek Park 
 

History 

In August 2007, the City of Atlanta purchased nearly 5 acres of property from the Conservation 
Fund (which works with the City of Atlanta to acquire land) for $2.7 million for the purpose of 
creating a new park (saving it from a proposed 8 house development).The North Buckhead Civic 
Association (NBCA) had identified this site to the City and the Conservation Fund in December 
2006. 

We would like to express sincere thanks to Andrew Schock of the Conservation Fund, Ellen 
Wickersham of the Atlanta Development Authority, Parks Commissioner Diane Harnell Cohen 
and Councilman Howard Shook, and North Buckhead Civic Association President Gordon 
Certain who were integral in the creation of this park and greenspace. 

The park was officially named Little Nancy Creek Park in May 2008 for the creek which bisects 
the heavily wooded site. It has 375 feet of frontage along Peachtree-Dunwoody Road and is 
almost 600 feet deep (about the length of two football fields), It is located at 3984, 3994 and 
4012 Peachtree Dunwoody, across from Winall Down Road, 

In spring of 2008 we applied and were awarded a Park Pride (the non-profit which works closely 
with the City's Parks Department) "Visioning Grant". Valued at $25,000 and let by Walt Ray, 
Park Pride’s landscape architect, the grant provided a structured, community-involved design 
services process and completed park master plan. The visioning process lasted about ten months 
including monthly steering committee meetings and 4 public meetings. Members of the North 
Buckhead and Historic Brookhaven neighborhoods formed a Little Nancy Creek Park Steering 
Committee and Friends of the Park group co-chaired by Mandy LeCompte of North Buckhead 
and Lisa Dickerson of Historic Brookhaven. 

In June 2009, the Little Nancy Creek Park Master Plan was unveiled at a party at St. James 
United Methodist Church and included tours of the new park. Highlights of the plan include a 
playground, pavillion, community garden, picnic tables, walking trails and preserved greenspace. 
The community will be asked to prioritize the areas of fundraising for the park which will largely 
rely on private and corporate donations versus City funding. 

We are fortunate to have community neighbors Mark Stovin and Joe Cronk currently leading the 
Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park group going forward as we prioritize and coordinate all 
aspects related to the formation, fundraising and maintenance of Little Nancy Creek Park. 

http://www.littlenancycreekpark.org/portal/history.html 
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