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smart phones and laptop computers clearly visi-
ble in your locked, parked car.  Call 911 “even if 
something just looks funny.”  Also, call Zone 2 
at 404-848-7231 to tell them you are going out 
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41st Annual Meeting 
By Sue Certain, Associate Editor 

You can help prevent crime, said Major Van 
Hobbs, Commander of the APD Zone 2 Precinct, 
the featured speaker at the NBCA Annual Meet-
ing on March 26.  Burglaries, aggravated as-

sault, and car break-ins have increased.  This 
year, Zone 2 crime has been up 8%.  “I take 
every crime personally,” he said.   
He gave us some good advice.  Be aware of 
your surroundings.  Do not leave things like 
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Path400 Work Begins 2014 
What we have known as the GA 400 Trail has 
been renamed “Path400”.  Work on this pro-
ject’s high-visibility first phase is about to start.   

While much of Path400 will be mostly hidden 
from view in the woods along GA 400, the initial 
segment will be quite apparent to the general 
public.  It will stretch from the high-rise area 
around the Buckhead MARTA station, Terminus 

(Continued on page 13) 

This image shows the widened trail on the north 
side of Lenox Road and the sandblasted wall with 
the word “Buckhead” as a welcome to motorists.   
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Associate Broker             

404-844-4977 (office) 
404-966-9220 (cell) 
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

Jackie Goodman 
HelloJackie@mindspring.com 

It's really a seller's market 
at the moment!  If you want to sell,  

now is the time! Call me today!  
 

 
 

-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --  

Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980 

Private Neighborhood Security Patrol?  Few Ask For It. 
By Gordon Certain, NBCA President 

As reported in the March Newsletter, North 
Buckhead was rocked in November of last year  
by ten residential burglaries.  In December and 
January we were hit by five burglaries a month, 
three on the same afternoon in late January.  
We decided to conduct yet another survey to 
see if residents were willing to hire off-duty po-
licemen to augment APD patrols of the neigh-
borhood.  Many other Buckhead neighborhoods 
do it, so maybe we should, too.   
Several North Buckhead streets already have 
ongoing private security patrols.  They are 
working with Brookhaven’s patrol system.  Each 
household is paying $250 a year or about 68 
cents a day — not much to them for a little 
more peace of mind. 
Rather than having the entire neighborhood de-
cide to have a patrol, we tried to arrive at a 
consensus for each neighborhood street or 
group of streets.    
Response to our March survey showed low sup-
port for hiring a security patrol to augment the 
efforts of the Atlanta Police Department.  As 
shown on the right, few would pay $150 a year.  
Fewer would pay a more realistic $250 a year.  
See www.nbca.org/2013Survey.pdf for more 
details.   

Burglaries, Revisited 
Back in our March Newsletter, we focused on 
the residential burglary trend.  We showed a 
chart to highlight the trend. We wondered if it 
was a real change or just a string of bad luck.  
It looked bad. But as shown below, in 2013 the 
burglary rate has dropped back to ”normal”   
levels. Credit is no doubt due to proactive steps 
taken by our Zone 2 Precinct under the direction 
of Major Van Hobbs. 

Quarterly residential burglaries and attempts  
in North Buckhead’s 5,000 housing units, 2009 

through mid-2013. The shaded year’s average 
shows the average quarterly rate for each year. 

We asked residents if they would be willing to 
pay to participate in a private neighborhood  
security patrol — 80% of the 78 respondents  

said “yes” to paying at least $150 a year.   
But those saying they are willing to pay  

represent only 3% of the population.  For a  
security patrol to make economic sense, about 
half of households would need to participate. 

This doesn’t spell the end of efforts on neighbor-
hood security patrols but they probably won’t be 
an immediate focus for NBCA’s attention. 
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NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month ex-
cept March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103, 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church.  The December 
meeting is December 10, 2012. 
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday, 
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 

Tracking Turtles at Blue Heron 
By Maura Dudley, Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

Here at the Blue Heron Nature Preserve, we are 
continually amazed by the number and diversity 
of animals who call our piece of nature in urban 
Atlanta their home.  While most of these critters 
are hidden and/or nocturnal, our most promi-
nent animal ambassadors for the Preserve are 
the multitude of turtles that line the logs of our 
ponds, swim along the shores of our creeks, 
wander the wetlands at Emma Lane, or lay their 
eggs here.   
Because of their importance to the ecosystem, 
and to us, we have started to track the turtles 
at Blue Heron.  Our survey began this spring 
somewhat informally and opportunistically dur-
ing the nesting season, when turtles are more 
on the move.  Here we‘ve seen a momma yel-
low-bellied slider laying her eggs, and a snap-
ping turtle crossing our bridge to move from 
Nancy Creek into our biggest pond.  We even 
found a musk turtle wandering down the new 
Mill Pond Trail!   
This year, we hope to go beyond our accidental 
encounters with turtles by conducting a more 
formal survey at the Preserve.  With help from 
our partners at the Chattahoochee River Nation-
al Recreation Area, we now have the equipment 
to trap humanely, measure, mark and immedi-
ately release turtles within our largest pond.  
We plan to use this equipment to survey the 
turtles at Blue Heron, to learn more about what 

species we have and how they are moving into, 
out of and within the property.  By better under-
standing our turtle population, we can make 
Blue Heron a better and safer home for these 
fascinating and beautiful animals. 
Stay tuned for updates on our progress with the 
turtle survey by visiting our website at 
www.bhnp.org, looking under the "Nature" tab.  

BHNP educator-naturalist Maura Dudley       
with turtle from Blue Heron’s pond   

 

Blue Heron’s Executive Director Nancy Jones: “Maura 
and I discovered this yellow-bellied turtle crossing 
our wooden bridge right at the turtle crossing sign. 
The turtles travel back and forth between our pond 
and Nancy Creek but the pond has a dam so they 

have to get out of the water and cross our driveway. 
We hope the turtle survey and future wildlife cameras 

will help provide information on turtle travel so we 
can plan better connections for them in the future.” 

Yellow-Bellied Slider turtle up close 
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of town.  They will do a “directed patrol” occa-
sionally by your home while you are away to 
check for anything suspicious.  Change your 
lighting around if you are on vacation.  If you 
get a big screen TV and you put the box out…
the criminals are shopping…so take your box, 
cut it up in pieces, and put the little pieces in 
the recycling.  Shred financial information.  
Write down serial numbers of electronics; the 
police are good at tracking them now.  Major 
Hobbs’ email address is vhobbs@atlantaga.gov.  
[While our annual meeting was taking place, as 
if to underscore Major Hobbs’ presentation, 
there was a car break-in followed by a police 
investigation with flashing blue lights in the 
parking lot outside our meeting room.] 
Major Hobbs brings a diverse background to the 
post he now holds.  He was a sergeant at the 
airport, and worked in Internal Affairs.  He 
served at the Training Academy.  He worked in 
Property Control, which disposes of, sells, or 
keeps, items that the Police Department has.  
Then he became Night Commander of the APD.  
He lives in Alabama, and commutes to Atlanta.  

Often, he sleeps in his office.  He is a devoted 
public servant, clearly.  He reads every crime 
report. 
Major Hobbs was an interesting, engaging 
speaker, and we had other informative speak-
ers, as well.  Even though it was cross-over day 
in the legislature, Ed Lindsay, our Representa-
tive and the House Majority Whip, made time to 
attend our meeting and update us as to what 
was going on under the Gold Dome.  It was Day 
39 of the 40-day legislative session.  They were 
almost finished with the budget:  there was half 

(Continued from page 1) 

41st Annual—continued 

a billion dollars in Georgia in revenue growth 
this past year.  Much of the additional revenue 
will go to education.  There is now a human 
trafficking hot line, as a result of legislation 
which Representative Lindsay sponsored. 
Trying to reduce Fulton County government and 
redistrict the county, are efforts he made to 
take the steam out of the Milton County move-
ment.  At the time of our meeting, the redis-
tricting bill had not gotten out of the legislature.  

Our Atlanta City Councilman Howard Shook 

Dan Weede (Carmain Drive) spoke about efforts 
to create the Mountain Way Common park. 
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head, Atlanta, and the Earth).  He voted against 
building the new stadium:  one of four coun-
cilmembers who did so.  He felt the vote was 
rushed, that taxpayers would have to pay for 
the maintenance of the stadium and maybe 
more, and possibly the money would be needed 
more urgently for other things. 
We held the election for NBCA Board members, 
and voted in Carolyn Brown and Tessa Turner as 
new Board members. Welcome, Carolyn and 
Tessa!  Tessa will be our Facebook administrator 
and will work on social events; Carolyn will con-
tinue to serve on the membership committee. 

On the lighter side, we enjoyed great food and 
drink, thanks to the efforts of Rita Christopher, 
Tessa Turner, and Carolyn Brown. It was fun to 
spend time with neighbors and get to know 
them better.  For additional photos of the meet-
ing, see www.nbca.org/Annual2013/Index.htm. 

[Update:  as we go to press, the bill had passed 
the legislature and was signed by Gov. Deal.  It 
was awaiting possible review by the Justice De-
partment, but after the recent Supreme Court 
decision on the Voting Rights Act, Fulton County 
redistricting may be implemented sooner.]  Ed’s 
email address is edward.lindsey@house.ga.gov.   
Howard Shook, our District 7 City Councilman, 
also addressed the crowd.  He spoke of the 
coming Buckhead Eco-Collection Event (this 
turned out to be a success, with old paint, elec-
tronics, papers to shred and more collected and 
properly disposed of, to the benefit of Buck-

41st Annual—continued 

North Ivy Road members 
Alan Vaughn and Debra Gold 

New NBCA board members Tessa Turner and 
Carolyn Brown greeted members and guests.  

Stovall Boulevard members 
Julie Witt and Mike Halpern  
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By Jane Zoellick  
Mountain Way Common Steering Committee 

We now have a neighborhood-created  
conceptual vision for Mountain Way Common. 
Thank you to everyone who has 
helped to establish it!  
We’ve had excellent, engaged 
community participation 
throughout the process. The 
result is a strong conceptual 
vision for the refreshing, vi-
brant asset Mountain Way 
Common can become for our 
neighborhood.  
 

The Process 
Park Pride, the nonprofit organ-
ization whose mission is to encourage the devel-
opment of more and better parks all over Atlan-
ta, facilitated the vision process. Park Pride’s 
Visioning team, Walt Ray and Becky Katz, lead 
our neighborhood through a series of four public 
meetings over four months to develop the vi-
sion.  Between 20 and 50 people attended each 
meeting.   

The Conceptual Plan 
The May 2013 Mountain Way Common Vision 
Plan, shown at tinyurl.com/MWCVision, is a con-
ceptual rendering of the community vision. It 

does not note priorities.  It is 
not a detailed construction doc-
ument or final implementation 
plan. Those, when developed, 
will go through standard engi-
neering evaluations and permit-
ting processes with the appro-
priate governing bodies and are 
subject to local and state codes 
regulating land use, building 
and watershed protection.   
This drawing includes high pri-
ority concepts, like the creation 
of an “outer loop trail” (J, V, 
and Z on the plan — you’ll need 

to zoom in to see the letters), as well as lower 
priority concepts. It also includes “wish list” ac-
quisitions, like the “Benning Parcel” at the cor-
ner of Mountain Way and North Ivy, and the va-
cant “Lot 15” across the street on North Ivy and 
Mountain Drive. Much remains to be worked out, 
including the feasibility of various features and 
financing. Later this summer, watch for opportu-
nities to look at this plan in person.  

Mountain Way Common “Park Visioning” Process Complete 

“We got lots of great feed-
back—very positive and 
helpful. The team was so 
well prepared and very 

well organized.” 
—Walt Ray, Park Pride 
Director of Visioning 
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Pay Dues by Credit Card 
To pay dues or make other donations, go to 
www.nbca.org/dues.htm.  You will receive an 
email confirmation of your payment from NBCA.  

Coalition Donates Bench  
The Buckhead Coalition is celebrating 25 years 
of civic service to the Buckhead community and 
its neighborhoods.  In commemoration of this 
milestone, the Coalition donated beautiful 
benches to Buckhead neighborhoods.  We thank 
Mayor Sam Massell, Buckhead Coalition Presi-
dent, and all the Coalition’s members.        
North Buckhead’s bench will be located in the 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve.  Blue Heron’s Exec-
utive Director Nancy Jones reports, “We have a 
young man interested in incorporating the 
bench into his Eagle Scout project at the Blue 
Heron building entrance. He is designing and 
getting approval for a project now.”  

Visioning—continued 
Priorities 
Based on community feedback to the May 4, 
2013 vision concept, the Friends of Mountain 
Way Common are working on the following pri-
orities: 
 Hiring an architectural firm to create sche-

matic plans from the Vision;  
 Exploring potential acquisition of additional 

land; 
 Developing preliminary cost estimates for 

high priority projects, like an “outer loop” 
walking trail along Mountain Way, North 
Ivy and the dirt road coupled with a new, 
small bridge and some benches or other 
passive recreational amenities; and  

 Raising funds to support the future devel-
opment of Mountain Way Common. 

How You Can Help 
Help launch Mountain Way Common, creating a 
refreshing, vibrant community space for us all. 
Please: 

1. Save the date for the second Mountain Way 
Soiree fundraiser on Saturday, November 
2, 2013. 

2. Join the Friends of Mountain Way Common 
email list (tinyurl.com/MWCemail) to get 
news about upcoming park work days, vol-
unteer opportunities, and social events.  

3. Follow us on Facebook: tinyurl.com/MWCfb 
or on your Facebook page, search for 
“Mountain Way Common” in People, Places 
and Things.  Like us!  

4. Watch for more news at 
www.mountainwaycommon.org.  

New Smith Principal 
Dr. Kenneth Proctor is the new principal at    
Sarah Smith Elementary School.  Dr. Proctor 
most recently served in the role of Assistant Su-
perintendent for School Improvement and Lead-
ership Development.  Past principal Dr. Sidney 
Baker has become a Principal Mentor for new        
principals for Atlanta Public Schools. 

Sue and Gordon Certain try out the Coalition’s bench 
at its interim location at Blue Heron Nature Preserve. 
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Traffic: School is out … School is in — Now What? 

rezoning, what had been the worst case situa-
tion in the original studies has now become the 
norm.  To minimize the growing inconvenience 
and to address safety concerns, school traffic 
flow needs extra help.  Each year the Sarah 
Smith staff, in cooperation with the PTA, issues 
policies to improve the traffic flow around each 
campus. The main rule is that only right hand 
turns are allowed into and out of the campuses. 
Most everyone abides by those right-turn rules, 
but there are always a few who seem to think 
that rules don’t apply to them.  Those rules are 
intended to facilitate safe traffic flow and unnec-
essary congestion at the entrances and cross-
walks at the campuses.  Even with crossing 
guards, there’s always some danger.  
Our schools should be set up not only to be safe 
during normal times.  Those who work against 
the system increase that danger by adding to 
potential gridlock that may keep emergency ve-
hicles from reaching the campuses.  Disaster 
does come to schools.  Recently, Atlanta stu-
dents were overcome by carbon monoxide poi-
soning.  Police have had to respond to Atlanta 
school gunfire as well.  When emergencies 
come, it is critical that emergency vehicles 
promptly respond.  A fleet of fire trucks and am-
bulances cannot start helping until it actually 
reaches the school.  If the school’s driveway is 
impassible because of parked cars, an emergen-
cy can turn into a tragedy.   
At the Intermediate Campus, our right turn 
rules provide some added order by keeping the 
entrance and exiting predictable and creating an 
open zone in the middle of the intersection. This 
is why a dual traffic signal system was created. 
It allows for better access emergency access by 
creating a buffer zone between the two signals.  
Again, all this was based on the original traffic 

(Continued on page 9) 

By Robert Sarkissian 
NBCA Vice President and Traffic Chair 

“School is out” … “School is in”  Gary US Bonds 
recorded songs with each of those titles at the 
same time in 1961.  Smart guy … just before 
“School is out” peaked on the Billboard charts, 
he released “School is in” to keep his records 
selling through the summer break.  Summer 
breaks seem just as short today as fifty years 
ago.  And just like that, Atlanta Public Schools 
will be open for business in about two weeks. 
Not only do our students get a break from the 
everyday pattern of a hectic pace, the neighbor-
hood traffic gets a well-deserved vacation. 
When there’s no school, an almost eerie calm 
falls on traffic between 7:20 AM and 8:00 AM 
each weekday.  There is an 80% reduction in 
vehicle traffic on Old Ivy Road and Ivy Road 
near the Sarah Smith Primary Campus and a 
50% drop on Wieuca within the vicinity of the 
Sarah Smith Intermediate Campus.  During the 
summer, every morning is like the weekend. 
It goes to show what a dramatic impact those 
schools have on our neighborhood. And it’s a 
situation that has been reaching a saturation 
point.  Each year, as the student population  
increases due to population growth and re-
districting, traffic and congestion also increase.  
Though the congestion does reduce speeding, it 
also raises concerns for safety and security.  
When the traffic studies were done by APS in 
2008, their data showed minimal backup onto 
Wieuca Road would result from the then newly 
proposed Intermediate Campus.  My own stud-
ies correlated well with those findings under 
nominal conditions.  But I did foresee moderate 
congestion around the entrance whenever the 
carpool lane took longer than 9 to 11 seconds 
per vehicle. These longer delays could result 
from inclement weather, science fair projects 
being unloaded, and things like that.  
Even then, the Primary Campus was already 
near traffic capacity.  Now, with all the new 
houses and apartments being built, and school 

Winding Driveway at the Intermediate Campus 
Could a fire truck reach the school on this driveway 

during a special event?  Would an ambulance be able 
to carry patients away during peak carpool periods? 



Page 9 North Buckhead Newsletter July 2013 

Traffic — continued 

counts. The current situation justifies concern 
given the fact that the Intermediate Campus, 
unlike the Primary Campus, has only one access 
road and when that is congested, it would be 
difficult, if not impossible, for an emergency 
fleet to reach the school building during the 
morning (and to a lesser extent, afternoon) car-
pool times.  
Both Sarah Smith campuses present significant 
challenges for certain emergency situations.   
As a neighborhood, we should insist that APS 
provide an adequate safely plan in the event a 
campus situation arises at a time when the traf-
fic situation is so congested that only police cars 
and motorcycles would be narrow enough to 
reach the school building.  
Sarah Smith officials and the PTA are aware of 
this issue and are seeking expertise and solu-
tions from APS.  Events that have occurred 
across the county remind us of this issue’s    
importance.  
Traffic and access issues were brought up to 
APS Superintendent Davis and the Board of   
Education by the NBCA in April 2012 prior to 
their action to increase the SRS zoning area. We 
were ignored then but now this must be a      
priority for 2013-14. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Join NBCA’s Email List 
This newsletter is published just four times a 
year, but neighborhood news happens all the 
time.  We are able to provide far more news in 
our emails than we can in this newsletter, useful 
as we hope it is.  

Solution? Join our free email list.  Send your re-
quest to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.  Each 
household may have up to four addresses on 
our list.  

The subject line on each email tells you what it’s 
about — open only emails which interest you.  
NBCA’s list currently has about 1,900 email ad-
dresses, mostly from North Buckhead. Joining 
our email list is free to all, members or not.  

Many see NBCA Updates as indispensable for 
living in Buckhead and the price is right — it’s 
free. Plus we don’t share our email list, ever.   

Interim Bylaws Changes 
In order to ensure that important guests could 
make their presentations and go on to other ob-
ligations that evening, the agenda for NBCA’s 
Annual Meeting was shuffled several times as 
the meeting progressed.  In the confusion, we 
omitted the bylaws vote we had planned.   
So, as the bylaws permit, the NBCA Board acted 
in April to make the changes on an interim ba-
sis.  The bylaws provide that if 5% of our mem-
bership object to this action by the board, a 
special meeting of the membership will be called 
to discuss the matter.  If you want to object, 
please do so at NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com or 
at NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342.  
Some changes align the bylaws with current 
practices; others clarify and streamline person-
nel and financial decision making.  The specific 
rewording for these changes is available at 
www.nbca.org/Bylaws2013.pdf.  The complete 
bylaws are at nbca.org/Bylaws.pdf including 
these changes. 

The North Buckhead Civic Association is now on 
Facebook!   It’s at  www.facebook.com/
NorthBuckheadCivicAssociation.   
Keep up with our activities, alerts, and more.  
Go to your Facebook page and type in, “North 
Buckhead Civic Association” in the space 
marked, “Search for People, Places, and 
Things”.  Like us!  As we go to press, we have 
134 likes. 

Follow NBCA on Facebook 
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Dear North Buckhead Friends and Neighbors,  
NPU-B receives information about a broad range 
of topics.  Our web page is at www.npu-b.com.    
I am passing on some of the recent highlights. 
Crime Stoppers Atlanta 
In April NPU-B heard from Crime Stoppers At-
lanta, www.crimestoppersatlanta.org, a commu-
nity-based non-profit organization aimed at re-
moving criminals from the street.  As always, 
Crime Stoppers recommends that you lock your 
doors and keep valuables out of sight, especially 
in autos.  Call Crime Stoppers at 404-577-TIPS 
to supply anonymous tips which will remain out-
side the public domain and thus not be subject 
to Freedom of Information Act requests. Thus 
far 171 arrests have come about as a result of 
tips supplied to Crime Stoppers Atlanta. 
Proposed City Ordinances 
The NPU supported two proposed ordinances.  
Ordinance 13-0-0426 amends the land subdivi-
sion ordinance to encourage “green infrastruc-
ture,” including things such as narrowing re-
quired street width for new subdivisions and 
otherwise reducing impervious ground cover.  
Ordinance 13-0-0427 defines the circumstances 
under which new subdivisions are required to 
connect to the municipal sanitary sewer sys-
tem rather than using private septic systems.  
Atlanta Civilian Review Board 
We heard from Lee Reid of the Atlanta Civilian 
Review Board.  ACRB is an advisory board which 
hears complaints of misconduct by law enforce-
ment or corrections staff within the APD or the 
Atlanta jail. These complaints involve matters 
such as false imprisonment, abusive language, 
excessive force, etc. The ACRB was established 
by ordinance in 2007 as an independent agency 
to provide citizen oversight of misconduct accu-
sations against sworn members of the APD and 
the Atlanta Corrections Department.  You can 
contact the Atlanta Civilian Review Board at  
404-865-8622 or at www.acrbgov.org. 
LBI, BCID, and BATMA 
Tony Peters reported on behalf of Livable Buck-
head, Inc., www.livablebuckhead.org, the Buck-

head Community Improvement District, 
www.buckheadcid.com, and BATMA, 
www.batma.org.  Mr. Peters noted that some 
seasonal color (annuals) installed by the con-
tractor in the Peachtree Road median has 
been replaced by Livable Buckhead with perma-
nent plantings. Approximately $50,000 has been 
invested in the new plantings.  
Traffic signal synchronization is adjusted for 
major events such as Braves games.  Peachtree 
Road signal retiming/synchronization will be 
tested in partnership with GDOT, which pays all 
expenses, with most such work being done dur-
ing the summer season when traffic is lighter.  
No dates or final plans have been established 
for Phase III of the Peachtree Road corridor        
improvements, which will eventually run from 
Maple Drive to Shadowlawn Avenue.   
The first segment of the Path400 trail to be 
completed will be from Lenox to Old Ivy Road.  
The Buckhead CID provided funding of $2 mil-
lion for this segment, with construction to begin 
during January 2014 and last approximately 14 
months. The design phase for the other four 
segments is underway; those segments will be 
constructed as funds become available.  Sign up 
for the LBI newsletter at their website.  
The new MARTA pedestrian bridge is slated 
to open in October, 2013.  New GA400/I-85 
ramps are scheduled to open before the end of 

MWC Visioning: have a say   Report from NPU-B Chair 
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2013 and toll elimination should take effect 
this November or December.   
Contacts for Various Government Agencies 
Our new ambassador from the Department of 
Watershed Management is Verna Bair           
VABair@AtlantaGA.gov; 404-330-6040 (O) or 
404-259-0023 (C).   Water system leaks should 
be reported to DWM customer service at 404-
658-6500. Website: www.atlantawatershed.org. 
Other important contacts include: 
Atlanta Police Department (APD) Zone 2 
Commander:  Major Van H. Hobbs, Jr., 
VHobbs@AtlantaGA.gov.  Major Hobbs is great 
about answering emails.   
APD Code Enforcement Section, CodesRe-
quests@AtlantaGA.gov; 404-330-6190 or 404-
330-6735; fax: 404-658-7084.  You may also 
contact Code Enforcement Officer S. Clair direct-
ly at ssclair@AtlantaGA.gov or 404-416-8092 
(cell).  
City of Atlanta Office of the Solicitor: Shelli 
Wojohn, 404-658-6618. 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultur-
al Affairs: Angela Hill, AHill@atlantaGA.gov; 
telephone 404-546-6813 or 404-237-2756.  You 
can now check request reservations of DPRCA 
facilities online at www.atlantaga.gov/iparcs. 
This includes ball fields, pavilions, greenspace, 
and rooms within Community Centers.  For graf-
fiti removal within city parks call 404-546-6813. 
Department of Public Works: Cheryl Hedg-
mon, cbHedgmon@atlantaGA.gov, 404-330-
6303.  Ms. Hedgmon requests that residents 
please try to spread out yard waste disposal 
over time rather than filling the curb all at once. 
Fulton County District Attorney Community 
Prosecutor’s Office: Community Prosecutor 
Tiffany Harlow 404-612-4506 (O) or 404-931-
5567 (C), tiffany.harlow@FultonCountyGA.gov.  
The Community Prosecutor’s Office aids law en-
forcement with crime investigations in the area.  
2013 Citizen Fire Academy, Smart911 
In June the Atlanta Fire Department reported on 
the 2013 Citizen Fire Academy.  This is an 
eight-day training program designed to acquaint 
citizens with the fire and EMS work done by the 
department.  To enroll, contact Capt. Mary 
McDaniel at mmcdaniel12@atlantaGA.gov.   
The fire department also recommends enroll-
ment in Smart911.  The Smart911 program 
allows you to provide information such as medi-
cation allergies, the number of persons in your 
residence, and the names and location of pets, 
which will be displayed to emergency respond-
ers when a 911 call is placed.  There is no cost 
and you can sign up at www.smart911.com.   

APS/North Atlanta High School 
In July, we heard from Dr. Tony Burks, 
TBurks@AtlantaPublicSchools.us, 404-802-
6537, who supervises the North Cluster of 
schools for Atlanta Public Schools. He discussed 
the Common Core Georgia Performance Stand-
ards.  A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new 
North Atlanta High School is planned for Thurs-
day, November 14 at 10:00 AM.  
Land Use Applications Reviewed by NPU-B 
The NPU processed a number of zoning, vari-
ance and subdivision applications.  Several larg-
er applications were approved including one in-
volving North Buckhead: 3475 Piedmont Road/
Prominence, where the applicant plans to con-
struct a mixed use development consisting of 
two high-rise apartment towers. 
As always, let me know if I can assist you in any 
way involving NPU-B.   All meetings are open to 
the public, and I hope you will attend and make 
your voice heard.   
Andrea Bennett 
Chair, NPU-B 
404-231-4130, andrea0599@gmail.com 
Monthly meetings are at Cathedral of St. Philip, 
2744 Peachtree Rd NW, Atlanta, GA 30305. 

NPU-B Board: 7:00 PM, first Tuesday 
NPU-B Zoning: 7:00 PM, last Tuesday 
NPU-B Public Safety: 6:00 PM, first Tuesday 

Report from NPU-B Chair—continued 
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TUXEDO  
PHARMACY 

& GIFTS 
Family Owned & Operated Since 1952 

 

 Flu and Shingles Vaccines 

 Open 7 Days a Week 

 Delivery Service 

 Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

  
404-255-3022b 

164 W. Wieuca Roadb     

Land Use and Zoning 
By Walda Lavroff 

Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee 
Since our last report in the NBCA Newsletter of 
March, 2013 building activity has picked up.  We 
have reviewed more applications than we have 
in quite some time.   
Z-13-060; corner Lenox & Piedmont Roads:  
Prominence LLC seeks rezoning and a Compre-
hensive Development Plan change from Office/
Institutional to Mixed Use.  
This application’s background and implications 
were very well explained by “Editor’s Addition” 
in the March 2013 NBCA Newsletter; p. 12 & 13.  
For the L/Z Committee I can add that this devel-
opment was reviewed in our May meeting.  
From a presentation by attorney Westmoreland, 
and from representatives of adjoining property 
owners Ivy Chase we found:  Phase one of this 
project is to be a 26-story tall residential tower 
on Lenox Road. 
The new parking deck will be moved back from 
the building line, adding a buffer for the Ivy 
Chase condominiums.  A wall will shield these 
neighbors from sound and lights.  Ivy Chase 
representatives wisely obtained contractual obli-
gation to that effect from the applicants.  
Phase two, a 19-story tower, will be built when 
market conditions permit.  Both towers are en-

visioned as apartments with possible conversion 
to condominiums.  Applicants expect to coordi-
nate the Lenox Road frontage with the planned 
Path400 (GA 400 Trail). 
SD-13-010; 4500 Wieuca Road, corner 
Rickenbacker Way: zoned R-4.  Applicant Win-
ston Smith, Residential South Partners, seeks to 
create a subdivision consisting of four single 
family R-4 homes.  Three homes are to front 
Rickenbacker Way; one is to front Wieuca Road.  
Currently there are two renter-occupied single 
family homes which are proposed to be demol-
ished.  The Wieuca fronting lot will be partially 
located in the Nancy Creek flood plain.  Accord-
ing to the survey submitted, that would not af-
fect the “buildability of this lot”. 
V-13-060, 341 Old Ivy Road:  Application for 
a swimming pool.  We recommended approval 
for an in-ground pool to be constructed in a se-
cluded, well screened backyard.  
V-13-084;  4044 Emma Lane:  Owners seek 
to reduce the north side-yard setback for an ad-
dition of a second floor to their existing garage.  
We found this circa 1962 structure to be   
grandfathered* as non-compliant to current 
code.  There were no reasons for objection.  
SD-13-015, 859 Loridans Drive: (corner 
Peachtree Dunwoody).  Background: A plan for 
a different application in 2007 was begun;  it 
failed and the property was essentially aban-
doned.  The current owner/applicants, Loridans 
Development LLC, seek to develop three sepa-
rate R-3 lots, all fronting on Loridans Drive.  
Applicant has done some basic earth moving to 
stop erosion during heavy rainstorms, particu-
larly affecting Loridans Circle neighbors.  The 
development as presented to us should bring  
much needed improvement to this area.   
Our meetings were well attended by neighboring 
property owners.  Their interest and participa-
tion makes our volunteer work worthwhile. 

* Grandfathered indicates a condition which was legal 
when built but wouldn’t be legal if built today.  
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NBCA Board            
Andrea Bennett   andrea0599@gmail.com          404-231-4130  
Carolyn Brown   carolyn.brown@harrynorman.com   4/405-7603 
Michelle Carver     michelle.carver@comcast.net   404-579-7127 
Gordon Certain     NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com            404-231-1192 
Rita Christopher    ritachristopher@bellsouth.net        404-237-5878 
David Dollar       ddollar@mindspring.com          404-231-5137   
Dieter Franz       cdfranz@comcast.net            404-261-8697 
Waldtraut Lavroff  waldalavroff@gmail.com                678-686-4575 
Adam Pollock    castlehaven@bellsouth.net    404-233-1706 
Pete Rogers    petali@comcast.net       404-239-9004 
Robert Sarkissian    oversark@bellsouth.net            404-504-9444 
Tessa Turner    tessacr@gmail.com       404-769-0418 
Bennett Wiggins  bwiggins4193@bellsouth.net  404-421-4788 
Bob Young      youngebh@comcast.net            404-255-1315 
 

Web Sites 
NBCA       www.nbca.org 
NBCA Zoning    www.northbuckheadzoning.com 
Facebook             facebook.com/NorthBuckheadCivicAssociation 

Land Use and Zoning  
 Chair     Walda Lavroff 
 Vice Chair Andrea Bennett 
 
Membership  
 Chair   Gordon Certain 
  

Neighborhood Markers  
 Chair    Open  
 

New Neighbor Greeting 
Chair     Rita Christopher 
 
   
 

Newsletter  
 Editor     Gordon Certain 
 Assoc. Ed.  Sue Certain 
 Ads            Tessa Turner 
 
  

NPU-B Representative 
       Andrea Bennett 

NBCA Officers  
President  Gordon Certain 
Vice Pres.  Robert Sarkissian 
Secretary  Bob Young 
Treasurer  Dieter Franz  
Beautification  
 Chair       Rita Christopher                                                
       Kevin McCauley 
       Kim McCauley 
 
Christmas Tree Sale 
 Chair    David Dollar 
 

Code Enforcement 
 Chair     Michelle Carver  
 
Greenspace & Environment 
 Chair     Open  
 
 

Pedestrian (Sidewalk) Issues 
  Chair      Bennett Wiggins 
 
Social/Special Events 
 Chair     Adam Pollock 
 
Sustainability & Recycling 
  Chair   Open 
 
Traffic  
 Chair     Robert Sarkissian 
 

Volunteer Coordinator  
 Chair     Open  
 
Web Sites   
 NBCA    Gordon Certain  
 Zoning   Andrea Bennett 
 Facebook  Tessa Turner   

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs 

be moved to get the number of lots the eco-
nomics of the project required.  Had the PD-H 
route been followed, the spectacular old home 
would likely still be with us.    

Path400—continued 

and Tower Place, along Lenox Road before 
ducking through foliage into the area along Ivy 
Road, then following along GA 400 before termi-
nating temporarily at the GA 400 overpass at 
Old Ivy Road.  (The next segment starts at Old 
Ivy Road and ends at Wieuca Road.) 
In order to provide a safe, wide walking path 
along busy Lenox Road, the road’s median and 
travel lanes will be narrowed and literally shifted 
a few feet southward.  The tall concrete retain-
ing wall on Lenox Road’s north side, roughly 
across from On the Border, will be redecorated 

(Continued from page 1) 

By Gordon Certain, NBCA President 
It certainly didn’t happen all at once.   
As part of previous redevelopment work at 859 
Loridans Drive the historic 1927 home was 
jacked up and moved to a newly minted lot 
about 100 feet away.   
That was in 2007, just before the Great Reces-
sion.  In the years after that development failed, 
the grand old house wasted away without a per-
manent foundation.  In May, the once fabulous 
ruins were demolished to make way for another 
subdivision project.  (See SD-13-015, 859 Lori-
dans Drive in article at left.)  
The loss of this historic structure provides a les-
son on why flexibility is sometimes so important 
in making land-use decisions.  The 2007 devel-
oper, supported by NBCA’s Land Use and Zoning 
Committee, sought PD-H zoning for the site 
which would have permitted redevelopment 
without disturbing the old building.  The city’s 
Planning Department insisted on a full-fledged 
subdivision, which meant the old house had to 

Historic North Buckhead Home Demolished 

Many other photos of this historic home are available 
at www.nbca.org/859Loridans.htm. 

with the word “Buckhead” sandblasted into it.  
The broad multi-use Path400 will pass below.  
Coupled with improved pedestrian signals at the 
traffic signal on Lenox at Tower Place Drive, 
Path400 will make it far easier for residents 
from Old Ivy Road and Ivy Road to walk down 
to stores, movies and restaurants, or to MARTA. 
Construction of this phase has been completely 
designed, and work should start in early 2014.  
Other phases of Path400 will follow as funding 
becomes available.  It may be years before the 
entire five miles of Path400 is completed.  
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By Tessa Turner 
NBCA Social Committee 

This year our tentative plan is to have the Fall 
Fling on Mountain Way in the area slated to be-
come the Mountain Way Common park.  The 
tentative date is October 27.  Final details will 
be announced in the October newsletter.  
Plans for the Fall Fling are already beginning to 
take shape and we would love to have your sup-
port.  Over the last several years we have been 
able to add more games, activities and enter-
tainment to our annual event and much of that 
has been due to the continued support of our 
members and local businesses.  
Support comes to us in many forms.  Monetary 
donations help sponsor equipment for games 
and activities, gift cards make for great prizes 
and volunteered time is especially critical to the 
success of our event.  With the help of wonder-
ful volunteers we are able to keep things coordi-
nated and safe for all our attendees. 
If you or someone you know is interested in 
getting involved with this year’s Fall Fling in any 
of the above-mentioned ways or if you have ide-
as of your own, please email Tessa Turner at 
tesscr@gmail.com or call at 404-769-0418. We 
look forward to making this year’s Fall Fling the 
greatest event to date! 

Support October’s Fall Fling 
By Gordon Certain, NBCA President 

Sorry — we tried.  It looks like it’s time to      
prepare for a further worsening of traffic on Ro-
swell and West Wieuca Roads.  And Meadow-
brook Drive residents, brace yourselves for 
more cut-through traffic.    
Since our October Newsletter, NBCA has report-
ed on the “Sandy Springs Gateway” project.  It 
started as a proposal to build about 700 apart-
ments and a lot of retail/office in Sandy Springs, 
just a few hundred yards from North Buckhead.   
Unexpectedly for a project in Sandy Springs, the 
developer’s traffic study foresees most of Gate-
way’s traffic to actually come to/from the City of 
Atlanta.  The project is big — traffic on often 
clogged Roswell Road is forecast to grow by 
more than 20%.  While felt elsewhere, the 
Gateway’s traffic will especially challenge users 
of Roswell and Wieuca/West Wieuca Roads.   
In response to strong complaints from nearby 
neighborhoods, the developers reduced their 
700 apartments to 630.  While they didn’t back 
off on their 120,000 square feet of new office/
retail, they did cut some fast food/bank drive-
throughs.  Still, reaching five stories high, Gate-
way remains out of character with the area.  
In an attempt to accommodate some of the pro-
ject’s traffic impact, regional officials required 
the City of Sandy Springs to fund relocation of 
the Windsor Parkway intersection at Roswell 
Road.  Since our March newsletter report, Sandy 
Springs’ Public Works has gone through several 
planning iterations for that road work.  Two 
basic routes are currently under consideration: 
either wiping out the Popeyes restaurant, or 
paving the site of the old Sentell Church build-
ing, now a funeral home.  Either way, the part 
of Windsor by Walgreens would become a dead-
end and lose its traffic signal.  That will lead 
many Walgreens customers to cut through the 
Meadowbrook neighborhood area at rush hour.  
The road relocation project is said to cost about 
$5 million.  According to our calculations, it will 
take Sandy Springs decades using Gateway’s 
property tax revenues at current millage rates 
to recover that $5 million.  According to city 
plans, the road work will divert funds already 
slated for other projects (adding badly-needed 
sidewalks to Roswell Road, etc.) 
Nevertheless, there appears to be strong sup-
port for the project in the Sandy Springs City 
Council.  Decisions on the mixed-use project 
and road may be made before you receive this 
newsletter.  Check our emails for the latest.   
See www.nbca.org/SSGateway.htm for developer and 
government documents related to this project.  
 
Update: This article was updated after the newsletter was printed.  The SS City 
Council authorized both the Gateway and Windsor Parkway relocation projects 
on 7/16/13:  The number of units shown above was revised from 640 to 630; 
reference to using funds intended for Glenridge Dr. improvements was removed. 

Update #4: SS Mixed-Use 
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Area Businesses Support NBCA 

at&t - Wireless Etc                                                                             770-605-7000 
Atlanta Audubon Society  www.atlantaaudubon.org 
Diane Barnwell – Realtor                   770-314-7752 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve            www.bhnp.org 
Carolyn Brown - HN Realtors                                                         404-405-7603 
Buckhead Coalition                                                 3340 Peachtree Rd#560  
Buckhead Grand Condominium  3338 Peachtree            Rd 
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum                3872 Roswell Road 
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker  404-841-9000 
Cannon,   Mihill     &    Winkles,   LLC              1355               Peachtree         St.       #1570 

www.CastleHavenConstruction.com 

Ed Castro Landscape                                 www.edcastro.com 

D. L. Crawford Assoc. Inc.                                    3445StratfordRd#3403 
fit lifestyles LLC                     www.fit-lifestyles.com 
Jackie Goodman, Realtor                                                               404-966-9220 
Goodyear of Buckhead                             3830 Roswell Road 
Jones & Kolb, CPAs                       404-262-7920 

These businesses support your neighborhood association with their  
NBCA business memberships.  Please support them. 

Little DaVinci Int’l School            LittleDiVinciSchool.org 
Nan T Moore Interiors    Ntmoore1@comcast.net 
Piccadilly Puppets                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       404-636-0022 
Pope and Land                 www.popeandland.com 
Private Bank of Buckhead 3565    Piedmont   Rd#210 
Realtors, *The Hinsons   *                                                                                                                                      404-231-1113 
Scotland Wright Associates                                     www.scotlandwright.com 
Selig Enterprises, Inc.                         seligenterprises.com 
Shirley Irek Piano Studio                                                                               404-467-9451 
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor                                             www.jennifersherrouse.com 
 St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org 
South Peak Construction              404-983-4807  
Suzy Smith, Realtor                                                                  404-307-0347 
Elsie & Holden Thompson,  HN Realtors 404-814-5421  

Tuxedo Pharmacy                    164 W Wieuca         Road     
Water Columns                           watercolumns.com 

William Word Antiques                                     707-709 Miami Circle 

Area businesses, please join us!  Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so 
little money?  To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $75 check (non-
profits, $35) along with the membership coupon on page 16.  Or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/Dues.htm.  

 North Buckhead Area Map 

North Buckhead and surrounding areas. 

New Business Members  
We reserve this space in our newsletter for 
NBCA business members who have recently 
joined.  Joining us this issue is: 
South Peak Construction www.southpeak.org 
— Owner James Lane: “For 17 years, South 
Peak has been helping homeowners fulfill their 
dreams of a new home or newly renovated 
home.  We take care of everything: ‘From con-
cept to clean-up’.  We can also work with a 
homeowner’s existing design team.  Please call 
to set up a free consultation.  On a personal 
note, my family and I live in North Buckhead; 
our daughters attend Sarah Smith.” 

Lost Cats and Dogs 
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to 
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.  Include your con-
tact information and a description of the pet.  If 
you can include a photo, please do so.   
 
Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org for lost/
found pet reports (or anything else) — that       
email account has been deactivated.  
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  North Buckhead  
 Civic Association 
 PO Box 420391 
 Atlanta, GA 30342 

Please Deliver  
by July 30 

Are You A 
Member? 

 

PRSRT STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

MARIETTA GA 
PERMIT NO. 774 

 Beautification / Park 
 Christmas Tree Sale
 Environment / Trees
 Eyesore Resolution
 Find/Provide Baby Sitters
 Find Book Group
 Find Jogging Buddies
 Find Playgroups
 Friend of the Park 

 Legal / Professional
 Membership — Business
 Membership — Condo
 Membership — Single-family
 Neighborhood Directory
 New Neighbor Greeting 
 Newsletter 
 One-time, quick volunteer jobs
 Playgrounds / Kids 

 Police / Fire / Safety
 Sidewalks / Crosswalks 
 Social Events
 Stuff Envelopes
 Sustainability/Recycle
 Traffic Committee
 Web Site 
 Zoning / Land Use 
 Other _____________ 

 

Yes!   I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the… 

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Mail to: NBCA, P.O.  Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391 

Website — www.nbca.org    Email — NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com 
 

Annual membership dues — Household $35 / Non-profit $35 / Business $75 
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership) 

Please enclose your check payable to NBCA, or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/dues.htm. 
  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________  Date __________________ 
                    Please print carefully 

Address ______________________________________________   Year you moved to North Buckhead _______ 
 

Email #1 ____________________________________  Email #2 ______________________________________ 
                   Join our email list.  Please print very carefully  

Phone (Home) ____________________  Phone (Work) _____________________  Cell _____________________ 
 

  We (I)  are     are not    interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.   
Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories: 

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________        

 
In addition to my $35/75 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $____ Legal $____ and Greenspace Fund $____  

 

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation.  Payments to NBCA are not tax-deductible charitable contributions. 
                                                                 

 


