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Tree Sale? Read This!
North Buckhead Civic Association’s annual
Christmas Tree Sale will be way different from
previous years. Yes, we will still have the fresh
trees we are famous for. Yes, we’ll have the
same reduced prices as last year. But the only
way to get your tree will be to order it in
advance. Order in advance and you can select
your freshly cut tree on Saturday and Sunday,
December 7 and 8, at Sarah Smith School —
370 Old Ivy Road.
This is NBCA’s main fundraiser and a portion of
the proceeds will be donated to the Sarah Smith
PTA. We are offering Fraser fir trees and
wreaths from Horney Hollow Farms, NC. Rolls of
garland (75-foot) are available again this year.
Larger trees, wreaths, and Fraser fir garlands
are available by special order using our web
page for mail-in and on-line orders. Or email us
at NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
Pick up your order on Saturday December 7,
from 9:00 to 2:00 PM and on Sunday December
8, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
We need volunteers to help with this event.
Come have a great time, see your neighbors
and receive a $10 discount (and the appreciation of your neighborhood) by working two
hours. You may make volunteering arrangements by emailing Robert Sarkissian at
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
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Neighborhood Survey
NBCA conducted an opinion survey in preparation for this newsletter issue. The survey was
announced by emails to NBCA’s email list and
on the home page of our web site. During the
period from October 13 through October 21 we
received 255 responses. NBCA member households outnumbered non-members by 68% to
32%. Just 4% responding were non-residents.
The first question we asked was about NBCA
priorities. All but one category scored at least
medium priority with more than 80% of respondents. The results, listed below, speak for
themselves.
Q:

What should NBCA concentrate on?

Please order your tree early by completing and
mailing the form on page 15 or order on-line.
Payments must be received by Tuesday,
December 4.

Order & pay on-line at
www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm.

Early Orders ONLY!
NO Public Sale!
Order Form: Page 15
(Continued on page 4)
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Merits to MWC Criticism?
By Gordon Certain
President, North Buckhead Civic Association
I will come right out and say I support Mountain
Way Common (MWC). I have worked to make
the site a park since 2007.
As shown in our neighborhood opinion survey
there is a lot of support for MWC, our newest
park. In fact, for each opponent there are 18
supporters. But the majority isn’t always right.
Is there truth in what critics say? Yes. And no.
The neighbors just upstream of MWC are in the
Peachtree Gardens subdivision (bounded by
Mountain Drive and North Ivy Road). They have
concerns about the dams and small lakes shown
on the MWC “Visioning” plan. There was once a
dam on Little Nancy Creek (up until the 1920s)
which provided a back-up water supply for Stevens Mill (see next page). I studied the area’s
topo maps years ago on hearing of the dam,
wanting to figure out what it did. I found that a
5’ dam near the GA 400 bridge would made a
lake extending to the North Ivy/North Stratford
Road area. The lake could add five feet to the
creek’s depth at one end and a fraction of an
inch at the other. While not enough to flood
yards by itself, you don’t want to start out with
a partially full creek when a monsoon begins.
So yes, dams are shown on the Visioning plan,
but I’m sure dams wouldn’t be built due to the
costly approval process and flooding concerns.
More general claims made in the Survey article
(see page 4): “I don't want a futuristic‐looking
park with a lot of amenities.” This comment alludes to a PATH400 drawing that was circulated
of a spectacular spiral pedestrian bridge once
considered by PATH400 planners. Never a MWC
initiative, the spiral bridge idea has been abandoned. The most prominent amenity at MWC
will certainly be the pedestrian bridge across the
creek. (See article on page 8.) The bridge will
be long to avoid being in the 100-year floodplain. Given the art work we’ve seen, the
bridge will be very attractive.

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church. The March meeting is
replaced by the Annual Meeting. The joint
Nov./Dec. meeting is December 9, 2013.
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday,
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church.

There’s talk of MWC degrading the “pristine”
creek. I personally love Little Nancy Creek, but
pristine it isn’t. MWC will work with environmental experts from the Department of Watershed Management to make sure what we do is
both permitted and sensible. Most of the watershed adjoining the creek banks along Mountain
Way is covered by privet and other invasive exotic plants. These plants, as green as they are,
aren’t natural in Georgia and crowd out the
plants that should be there. To ensure our park
plans are environmentally solid, shortly after
this newsletter goes to press, we will visit the
site with a noted creek restoration expert so he
can assess our park site’s health before we start
work to create the park.
In summary, there are no “plans” to dam the
creek. In fact, except for the pedestrian bridge
across the creek and paths leading to it (as set
out in Jane Zoellick’s article on page 8), there
are no firm MWC plans at all. The “Vision” is
just an artist’s attempt to put the various ideas
that were suggested by the public on a piece of
paper without any regards as to (i) cost, (ii)
practicality, (iii) interference with other park
amenities, or (iv) legality. Whatever happens
will be completely transparent and vigorously
vetted by the community and properly permitted/constructed.
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Tour of Hidden Historic Sites of North Buckhead
By: Erica Danylchak
Executive Director, Buckhead
On October 12th, the Blue Heron Nature Preserve and the Buckhead Heritage Society jointly
sponsored a program highlighting the early hidden history of North Buckhead. Guests toured
two of our community’s earliest historic sites
dating to a time when North Buckhead was a
home to farmers and millers and later a retreat
for Atlanta’s elite.

The unusual living room in this 1908 home has
balconies on both sides.

Homeowner Gantt Cookson greeted the group
to his beautiful, historic home.
Guests explored the site of the old Stevens Mill
along Wieuca Road where the rush of a waterfall
and scattered mill artifacts conjure up a time
when area farmers traveled here from miles
around to get their corn ground into meal. William H. Stevens was a farmer and large landholder in the area and he owned the mill in the
late 19th century. In 1880, his gristmill was operating 12 hours a day, 12 months a year. And
his mill produced 163,000 pounds of corn meal
annually! Mills were essential institutions for local farm communities and became the center of
social life as well. Families would bring their
corn to the mill and, for a modest toll, get their
corn ground into meal — a staple of Southern
diets. While waiting, the children would often
swim in the mill pond, while adults talked politics and shared the local gossip. Urbanization
and advances in technology eventually made
these mills obsolete, but the Stevens Mill site
reminds us of a time when the gristmill was one
of the most important establishments in Buckhead.
Attendees also explored the inside of an old
hunting lodge nestled discreetly amidst later development along Chateaugay Lane. The home,
which features exposed pine walls and ceilings,
crab orchard fireplaces, and a cedar shake roof,
was built around 1908 according to an Atlanta
Homes & Lifestyles article; oral history accounts
corroborate an early 20th century construction

date. Even into the 1930s, the lodge was a
country retreat from the confines of the city for
its owner Charles Sisson, who was President of
the Hawkes Company, an Atlanta optician firm.
Sisson would have reached his estate, positioned on high ground, by a climbing driveway
from Wieuca Road. Chateaugay Lane wasn’t cut
through until the 1960s with the adjacent subdivision development. At the time, more and more
Atlantans were moving away from growing
problems of the city, and North Buckhead was
transformed from an outlying area to a suburban enclave.
Buckhead Heritage and the Blue Heron Nature
Preserve sincerely thank Gantt Cookson and Ted
Cleveland for hosting the group at their beautiful home, and the Wieuca Overlook Home Owners Association for graciously inviting the tour
attendees to explore its property.

The Stevens Mill dam, over 130 years old, graces the Wieuca Overlook subdivision. Over
10,000 drivers pass by each day with little
awareness that one of our neighborhood’s historic treasures is in plain view.
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Fall 2013 Neighborhood Survey—continued
(Continued from page 1)

Forty-nine survey takers took the time to add
their comments. While social events ranked lower, one respondent said, “Zoning and land use,
communications and having events/functions
that get the neighborhood together [is] what
the civic association should be involved in.” Another put it succinctly: “No. 1 priority is traffic.”
Others: “Most important ‐ zoning, traffic, overbuilding.” “Sidewalks for Wieuca Rd ‐ please.”
“NBCA provides AWARENESS on each of these
issues. I am most grateful for the job that you
do in keeping the neighborhood informed.”
We next turned to our neighborhood’s nearest
parks. If our survey takers are representative,
neighborhood residents are park users. Just 5%
reported that they had never been to any of the
five parks we listed in/near North Buckhead. But
many had no idea where all those parks are.
The figure above shows parks discussed in this
question; figure on right shows park initiatives.
The graph above shows Chastain Park is the
clear favorite in the survey. There are some
surprises: tiny Tower Place Park (located next to
the similarly-named high-rise) is the third most
popular park for daily/weekly park users —
maybe smokers go there at break time.
Fifty comments were left about this question.
Typical are the following: “We are so impressed
with LNCP and the effort put in by the board to

make it a reality. Our only complaint would be
the lack of sidewalks from Carlton Ridge to the
park.” “Drive by them, but never stop....” “We
are at NYO more than anywhere else.” “Just
having all of this greenspace available makes
our neighborhood so much more desirable”.

All of the initiatives listed in this section except
PATH400 are vying for Park Pride grants to help
accomplish their projects.
PATH400 The next survey topic was parks/
recreation initiatives, ranging from the smallest
to miles long. Rather than explaining each project here, see www.nbca.org/Fall2013.htm.
The project with the most strong proponents
and the most strong opponents was the
PATH400(GA400 Trail) project. It also had the
least who were unsure or didn’t care. As you
can read in the link above, PATH400 involves a
five-mile long, 8’ to 12’ wide multi-use trail.
People who like it see it this way: “New and improved parks should be NBCA's top priority with
the Mountain Way Common and PATH400 being
my personal top priorities.” PATH400 opponents
think otherwise: “I think the Path 400 is definitely a huge intrusion on the people who back
up to it. They will have strangers walking, biking, skating, dogs barking. All day every day in
their back yard….It definitely exposes them to
more thefts, burglaries and other nuisances. I
know there were hearings, but those homeowners were completely ignored.” Overall, support
for PATH400 exceeds opposition by 6 to 1.
Mountain Way Common The next project in
the survey, Mountain Way Common, is a proposal to create an 11-acre passive park under
and around GA400 along Mountain Way. The
Georgia DOT and City of Atlanta have agreed to
let the city designate the land as a park, a deal
greatly facilitated by Livable Buckhead, Inc.
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Fall 2013 Neighborhood Survey—continued
A MWC supporter: “I think the new park initiative (Mountain Way Common) is a great idea. I
believe it will increase safety in the area (not so
‘deserted’) and improve river quality (remove a
‘dumping ground’), as well as provide a great
park for the neighborhood.” MWC opponent:
“We live near Mountain Way and we are concerned about the increased traffic, crime and
loss of the natural environment. I support clearing the park so people can visit but in a more
natural way instead of completely clearing the
habitat that has grown there. I also don't want
people parking in front of our house or have
more speed bumps added. I don't want a futuristic‐looking park with a lot of amenities.” MWC’s
support to opposition ratio was 18 to 1.
Little Nancy Creek Park Of all the initiatives,
Little Nancy Creek’s efforts to add a pavilion is
by far the most popular. A supporter: “Little

Where are those parks, anyway?

Nancy Creek [Park] really fulfills a need. There
are lots of people there almost every time I pass
it.” An opponent was more concerned about the
playground: “LNCP is a lost cause as a McDonaldland place. How much better it would be to
have parks where kids can play in nature, not
manufactured artificial places.” Nevertheless,
LNCP’s survey support to opposition ratio was
38 to 1.
Blue Heron Nature Preserve The most mature of these sites is also most modest in their
initiative: they want a rainwater capture system for the community garden. A BHNP supporter: “We really enjoy that little bit of nature
(Blue Heron) just off of Roswell Road. I think it's
lovely.” A detractor of the nature preserve
“landscaping” offered: “Overgrowth makes this
area forbidding and anything but a park or
greenspace.” BHNP’s support level was 23:1.
Lowrey-Stevens Cemetery Although there
was a newsletter article about it last month, few
survey takers knew about this project to restore
this 1850s cemetery, one of the city’s oldest.
The plan is for a passive area to respect our
predecessors. Support was 4:1.
A complete survey report with all narrative comments is at www.nbca.org/Fall2013Survey.htm.

Jackie Goodman
HelloJackie@mindspring.com

Associate Broker
1. Chastain Park: West Wieuca Road at Lake Forrest Drive to Powers Ferry Road
2. Blue Heron Nature Preserve: 4055 Roswell
Road. Also at Emma Lane cul-de-sac.
3. Tower Place Park: Just northeast of Tower
Place high-rise, 3340 Peachtree Road
4. PATH400 (planned): A five-mile multi-use path
mostly along GA400 right-of-way.
5. North Buckhead Park: Wieuca Road at Phipps
Blvd. (northwest corner)
6. Little Nancy Creek Park: 4012 Peachtree Dunwoody Road
7. Mountain Way Common (Planned): Mountain
Way at GA400
8. Lowrey-Stevens Cemetery (Planned): Loridans
Drive at GA400 (southeast corner)

404-844-4977 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation
Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980

Life Member, Multi-million Dollar Sales
Club, Atlanta Board of Realtors
-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --
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Fall Fling 2013

This year hundreds of neighbors met on Mountain Way under the GA400 bridge, the future
site of the 11-acre Mountain Way Common Park.
The weather was wonderful and the food from
the Wing Factory was delicious. We had displays by Mountain Way Common, Livable Buckhead and 1960 aerial photos of the North Buckhead/Lenox Mall area provided by Dan Riggs.
We had a fire truck from the Phipps Plaza station
(above left), a caricature artist (left), a face
painter (see customer, above), a balloon sculptor (below right), games, and live music.
Our Social Committee (Chair Adam Pollock, Rita
Christopher, Tessa Turner) hosted this wonderful event. More at http://tinyurl.com/NBCAff.

TUXEDO
PHARMACY
& GIFTS
Family Owned & Operated Since 1952


Flu and Shingles Vaccines



Open 7 Days a Week



Delivery Service



Most Insurance Plans Accepted

404-255-3022b
164 W. Wieuca Roadb
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Mountain Way Common Phase 1 Design and Goals
By Jane Zoellick
Friends of Mountain Way Common

Mountain Way Common Goals
The Friends of Mountain Way Common, in partnership with the City of Atlanta, seek to create a
park that:
 Enriches the quality of life for neighborhood residents and visitors alike,
 Is environmentally responsible, and
 Improves the ecological health of the watershed.
To achieve these goals, the design team including Ed Castro, Dan Weede and others have attended a series of meetings with the City’s Department of Watershed Management and the
Parks Department. They’ve learned about City
and State guidelines for managing future projects in the space to protect the health of Little
Nancy Creek and the waters it feeds — Nancy
Creek and the Chattahoochee River.
Responsible Environmental Stewardship
The City has been proactive in educating the
team on what can and can't be done in the
space, and what is good to do for responsible
environmental stewardship of the creek ecosystem. All projects undertaken in the space will be
overseen by the Department of Watershed Management and other governing bodies, and will

Phase I Design at www.tinyurl.com/MWCPhase1

respect the state and city 25 foot and 75 foot
water buffer and permitting requirements.
Within the 75 foot stream buffer, which applies
to both sides of Little Nancy Creek on City and
State land, the Department of Watershed Management has said it is allowable to:
 Remove any invasive and/or non-native
plants “by hand” (this includes the use of
mechanized equipment that is generally
portable, like a mower),
 Pull out invasive plants by their roots, even
if doing so disturbs the soil (however, if the
disturbance is significant, new temporary
vegetation is required to prevent additional
sedimentation of the creek),
 Limb up trees, and
 Remove all ivy and vines from trees.
Phase 1 Design
Several high-priority projects were identified
through the community-developed vision for
Mountain Way Common completed this spring.
Over the past few months, the Friends of Mountain Way Common Design Committee has been
working on how to make Phase 1 design projects a reality. Phase 1 includes:
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Mountain Way Common Phase 1 — continued




A natural, mulched “outer loop” walking
trail,
A pre-cast pedestrian footbridge to connect
the north and south sides of the space, and
Several benches or other passive amenities.

Assuming sufficient funds and a smooth permitting process, the project could break ground in
late 2014 and be completed in the spring of
2015.
Phase 1 Goals The Phase 1 project combines
landscape architecture principles and engineering techniques in the newly created public park
in an innovative way to address public-safety
issues while enhancing community life. The
Phase 1 development of MWC will demonstrate
the value of sustainable, collaborative design
and the positive social, health, environmental
and economic impact that such development
can have on a community.
The site is bisected by Little Nancy Creek, making a large portion of the site difficult for residents to access. Because of access issues,
there’s been a perception in the neighborhood
that the southern portion of the site is unsafe.
This first project phase includes a prefabricated, 10’ wide bridge uniting the site and
coincidentally addressing perceived safety issues. The bridge is strategically placed to
achieve a series of environmental, sensory, and
hydrological objectives. Spanning 120’, the
bridge’s location will minimize the impact on the
existing tree canopy and slopes, celebrate and
frame views of the juxtaposition between the
natural and infrastructure characteristics of the
site, and avoid any impacts inside the 100’ flood
line. Additionally, the bridge is placed visually
to frame and anchor a naturally depressed location of the site proposed to be a future outdoor
classroom.
In addition to providing access to a previously
underutilized space, the bridge will also facilitate

new pedestrian circulation patterns within the
site, providing residents with a 1/3 mile walking
loop on a natural path to be installed by neighborhood volunteers. Not only will Phase 1 serve
as a catalyst for change in this underutilized
site, but it will also provide residents with access to a walking trail and natural green space.
Phase 1 will limit the impact to the natural environment and celebrate the site’s natural and infrastructure characteristics.
Costs and Funding The estimated cost for
Phase 1 elements — a natural mulched trail,
precast footbridge, and a few benches or other
passive amenities — is approximately $210,000.
Additional funding will be needed to develop a
series of concrete, decomposed granite, and
mulch trails on the 1/3 mile walking loop.
At this time, the City does not have park development funds to support Phase 1. Funds must
be raised through neighborhood support and
private grants. The Friends group is applying for
various grants, several of which have a matching-fund component. Your help is essential.

Support Mountain Way Common
Please help make Mountain Way Common more
than a vision. Become a sponsor,
or make a donation, today at:
www.mountainwaycommon.org.
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MWCChair
Visioning: have a say
Report from NPU-B
By Andrea Bennett, Chair, NPU-B
Dear North Buckhead Friends and Neighbors,
The October NPU-B meeting had a busy agenda.
Our Public Safety Committee approved an application for the 66th Annual Macy’s Tree Lighting
on Thanksgiving evening. This year’s event will
include several performances by local schoolchildren, and will feature headliners Brett Eldridge
and Judith Hill from The Voice. Another major
performer is in the works but could not be announced as of press time. So come out and enjoy this great Atlanta tradition! Public Safety
also heard and approved alcohol license applications from The Palm restaurant, Buckhead Tavern (a new business), the Peachtree Tavern, Taka Sushi and Sushi Kiku, and those recommendations were adopted by the NPU-B Board.
The Board approved the consent agenda from
the Zoning Committee involving a number of
home modifications throughout Buckhead. We
also approved a redevelopment for 12 new
townhomes at 3700 Peachtree Road (near Vermont).
We also heard from Sally Silver who works in
the office of our District 7 City Councilman,
Howard Shook. Councilman Shook can be contacted at (404) 330-6050, or via email at

hshook@atlantaga.gov.
NPU-B voted to support an ordinance limiting
the operation of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) on
public streets, sidewalks, bike paths and parks
within the city. ATV users must be at least 16
and hold a valid driver’s license. The ordinance
would not affect golf carts. While ATV use has
not been a problem in NPU-B, this has been a
significant concern in other parts of the city.
Burglar Alarms: All residents with burglar
alarms must now register their system with Cry
Wolf. You can do this online at www.crywolf.us/
atlantaga or by phone 855-725-7102. As noted
on the city’s website, “in 2012, the Atlanta Police Department responded to 65,000 alarm system activations, 95% of which were false alarms
or alarms that were cancelled in route. These
calls represent more than six percent of total
911 dispatches. With every call taking an average of 20-30 minutes, the equivalent of 8-12
full-time police officers were dedicated to responding to false alarms, thereby taking away
valuable public safety resources from more
pressing matters.” Please be sure to register
your system, or you can face a stiff fine for a
false alarm!
One of the important functions of the NPU is to
provide a liaison between residents and city
government. While I have mentioned some of
these contacts above, please make a note of
these important contacts for future reference:
Department of Public Works: Street lights,
street signs, potholes, and other traffic issues
are under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Public Works Transportation Department. The
DPW also handles waste collection. Our contact
there is Cheryl Hedgemon, 404-330-6303,
cbHedgemon@atlantaGA.gov.
Department of Watershed Management:
Leaves are of course falling at this time of year
and the Department of Watershed Management
reminds us that leaves should not be blown into
storm drains, as they will clog the system. Report water system leaks or stormwater clogs to
DWM customer service at 404-658-6500. Their
website is www.atlantawatershed.org.
Other water related inquiries can be directed to
our area representative, Verna Bair,
VABair@AtlantaGA.gov; 404-259-0023. Verna
is great and she will be delighted to field your
calls or emails.
Atlanta Police Department (APD) Zone 2
Commander: Major Van H. Hobbs, Jr.,
VHobbs@AtlantaGA.gov. Major Hobbs is great
about answering emails.
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NPU-B—continued
APD Code Enforcement Section: CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov; 404-330-6190 or 404330-6735; fax: 404-658-7084. You may also
contact Code Enforcement Officer Clair directly
at ssclair@AtlantaGA.gov (404) 416-8092, or
Officer Baill at jbaill@atlantaga.gov, (404) 5573051.
Fulton County DA’s Community Prosecutor’s Office: Tiffany Harlow, Community Prosecutor, tiffany.harlow@FultonCountyGA.gov;
404-612-4506 (office) or 404-931-5567 (cell).
The Community Prosecutor’s Office is aiding law
enforcement with crime investigations in the area.
Department of Parks and Recreation: Angela Hill, AHill@atlantaGA.gov; telephone 404-546
-6813 or 404-237-2756. You can request reservations of park facilities at www.atlantaga.gov/
iparcs. This includes ball fields, pavilions, greenspace, and rooms within Community Centers.
For graffiti removal within City parks call 404546-6813.
As always, let me know if I can assist you in any
way involving NPU-B. All meetings are open to
the public, and I hope you will attend and make
your voice heard.

NPU-B Meetings


NPU-B Board Meetings: 7:00 PM, First Tuesday each month



NPU-B Zoning Committee Meetings: 7:00
PM, Last Tuesday each month



NPU-B Public Safety Committee Meetings:
6:00 PM, First Tuesday each month

NPU-B meetings are open to the public and are
held at the Cathedral of St. Philip, 2744
Peachtree Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30305.

Follow NBCA on Facebook
The North Buckhead Civic Association is now on
Facebook! It’s at www.facebook.com/
NorthBuckheadCivicAssociation.
Keep up with our activities, alerts, and more.
Go to your Facebook page and type in, “North
Buckhead Civic Association” in the space
marked, “Search for People, Places, and
Things”. Like us! As we go to press, we have
161 likes.
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N Buckhead Tops in APS?

Join NBCA’s Email List

Well, almost. According to a summary report
entitled “Enrollment Counts By Neighborhood”
for the 2011/2 school year, North Buckhead has
more elementary school students in APS than
any other Atlanta neighborhood. We have 620
and the nearest competitor, Ben Hill, has 538.

This newsletter is published just four times a
year, but neighborhood news happens all the
time. We are able to provide far more news in
our emails than we can in this newsletter, useful
as we hope it is.

As for total enrollment, Ben Hill, with 954 students, edged North Buckhead out for total APS
students, all grades — we had 896 APS students.
The document is on our web site at
www.nbca.org/aps2011-2.pdf.

Lost Cats and Dogs
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. Please include
your contact information and a description of
the pet. Include a photo if possible.
Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org for lost/
found pet reports (or anything else) — that
email account has been deactivated.

Solution? Join our free email list. Send your request to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. Each
household may have up to four addresses on
our list.
The subject line on each email tells you what it’s
about — open only emails which interest you.
NBCA’s list currently has about 2,004 email addresses, mostly from North Buckhead. Joining
our email list is free to all, members or not.
Many see NBCA Updates as indispensable for
living in Buckhead, and the price is right — it’s
free. Plus we don’t share our email list, ever.

Pay Dues by Credit Card
To pay dues or make other donations, go to
www.nbca.org/dues.htm. You will receive an
email confirmation of your payment from NBCA.
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North Buckhead Goes to Hamlet
By Sue Certain, Associate Editor
On a crisp, clear October night, twenty North
Buckhead neighbors gathered to enjoy an evening of theater and one another’s company. It
was Friday, October 18, under a massive gray
and beige striped tent, at Georgia Shakespeare
on the campus of Oglethorpe University. The
wine and conversation flowed at a reception before the play, as we ate hors d’oeuvres, met
new people and enjoyed the company of those
we already knew. Winston Weinmann and his
son Whit were part of our group. Winston is a
Board member of Georgia Shakespeare; he
originally extended the invitation to our community. Lauren Morris, Managing Director of Georgia Shakespeare, met with us and gave a brief
presentation of the plot, told us how the folios
and quartos worked, and answered questions.

had two large mirrors and all props were on the
stage. Hamlet, in the original, is about four
hours long. This version was edited to two and
a half hours. I thought the editing of the play
was especially good, and I liked the black and
red attire which captured the mood of Hamlet.
This drama is a tragedy, dark and eloquent.
Hamlet himself has been said to have a tragic
flaw, which would be indecisiveness. I don’t
think he does have a tragic flaw; rather, he is
the wrong person for a job that only he can do.
He doesn’t have the mind set or abilities to be a
swift, skilled executioner. But if you were ever
accused of a crime, you would want Hamlet on
the jury: he does not rush to judgment. As he
puts it, “The time is out of joint: O cursèd
spite/ That ever I was born to set it right!” And
this is the crux of our play.

Next was the play. Hamlet has been performed
many times, so Georgia Shakespeare added
some creative modern touches. The players
wore red and black contemporary attire, except
for Ophelia who wore red and white. The set

Other organizations, such as Historic
Brookhaven Neighborhood Association and All
Saints Episcopal Church, will be bringing groups
to Georgia Shakespeare. Perhaps it will become
a regular occasion for our community. See photos, below, of neighbors enjoying the reception.

Allie Barbone, Tessa Turner, and Beverly Beach

Sue Lind and Penny Arnold

NBCA Officers, Board, Committee Chairs and Liaisons
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
Carolyn Brown
Michelle Carver
Gordon Certain
Rita Christopher
David Dollar
Dieter Franz
Waldtraut Lavroff
Adam Pollock
Pete Rogers
Robert Sarkissian
Tessa Turner
Bob Young

andrea0599@gmail.com
404-231-4130
carolyn.brown@harrynorman.com 4/405-7603
michelle.carver@comcast.net
404-579-7127
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com
404-231-1192
404-237-5878
ritachristopher@bellsouth.net
ddollar@mindspring.com
404-231-5137
cdfranz@comcast.net
404-261-8697
678-686-4575
waldalavroff@gmail.com
castlehaven@bellsouth.net
404-233-1706
petali@comcast.net
404-239-9004
oversark@bellsouth.net
404-504-9444
tessacr@gmail.com
404-769-0418
404-255-1315
youngebh@comcast.net

Web Sites
NBCA
NBCA Zoning
Facebook

www.nbca.org
www.northbuckheadzoning.com
facebook.com/NorthBuckheadCivicAssociation

NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Robert Sarkissian
Secretary Bob Young
Treasurer Dieter Franz
Beautification
Liaison
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Liaison David Dollar
Code Enforcement
Liaison
Michelle Carver
Greenspace & Environment
Liaison
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Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett

Pedestrian (Sidewalk) Issues
Liaison
Peter Rogers

Membership
Liaison Gordon Certain
Carolyn Brown
Neighborhood Markers
Liaison
Open

Social/Special Events
Liaison
Adam Pollock
Sustainability & Recycling
Liaison Open

New Neighbor Greeting
Traffic
Liaison
Rita Christopher Liaison
Newsletter
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Gordon Certain
Assoc. Ed. Sue Certain
Ads Rep. Tessa Turner
Proofreader Jackie Goodman
NPU-B Representative
Andrea Bennett

Robert Sarkissian

Volunteer Coordinator
Liaison
Open
Web Sites
NBCA
Gordon Certain
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
Facebook Tessa Turner
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Land Use and Zoning
By Walda Lavroff
Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee

plant buffer on the south boundary to which the
builder agreed.

At the October 2013 Meeting the L/Z Committee
reviewed three applications.

Z-13-032; 4362 Wieuca Road PD-H. Applicant Michael Clements of Uniqueproperties
seeks to rezone approximately 2.9 acres from
R-3 to PD-H to construct six homes.

V-13-192, 4136 North Stratford Road:
Applicant pool builder Danny Franke seeks to
reduce required setbacks and to exceed 25%
rear yard coverage to construct a water feature.
We found that this structure is intended to replace an existing fishpond in an exquisitely landscaped yard. It is located several feet below
Buff Road level, and is not visible from the
streets. Adjoining neighbors had signed agreements. Our committee recommended approval.
V-13-194, 4011 Roswell Road Zoned RG-3:
The former Rose Hill Apartments (47 units) have
been demolished and are being replaced by an
approximately 119 unit apartment complex.
The project plan includes a swimming pool close
to Roswell Road. In zoning jargon, “active recreation in a yard adjacent to a street…” was the
condition requiring this variance application.
Attorney Carl Westmoreland represented the
owner/applicant. We heard no opposition from
surrounding property owners. Our committee
recommended approval subject to an increased

New Business Members

This application was on the agenda of our September meeting at which the applicant did not
show. (See report page 3 of the October 2013
NBCA Newsletter.) At the October L/Z committee meeting Mr. Clements presented a “revised
plan”. It showed access to this property from
Wieuca Road via a bridge across the stream.
The uphill slope there is very steep. The property consists of a narrow strip of land on which six
houses are proposed to be built. Surrounding
property owners, who again attended our meeting, voiced serious concerns about the proposed
density, stream buffer issues, and increased
traffic close to the Wieuca Road curve. The
many unresolved issues involving this project,
plus the many questions to which the applicant
had no answers, prompted us to recommend
denial.
Committee Business: Adam Pollock, who is a
board member of NBCA, has joined our L/Z
Committee.

North Buckhead Area Map

We reserve this space in our newsletter for
NBCA business members who have recently
joined. Joining us this issue are:
Georgia Shakespeare is a non-profit that
produces plays like “Hamlet” on the campus of
nearby Oglethorpe University (See article on
page 13.) www.gashakespeare.org
Robbie Stinespring-HeritageBank Mortgage Robbie Stinespring is a mortgage
banker at HeritageBank, 3333 Peachtree Road,
Suite M-10, Atlanta, GA 30326. His phone
number is 404-266-5117. Robbie is a North
Buckhead resident on Allison Drive.
Park Avenue Condominium Association
represents some of Buckhead’s most luxurious
condominiums, located at 750 Park Avenue, at
the intersection of Wieuca Road and Phipps
Boulevard. Many residents there are members
of NBCA. We appreciate their support and that
of their homeowners association.
North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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NBCA Tree Sale Order Form (Expanded Selection)

(Complete price list and on-line ordering are available at www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm)

Name:___________________________ Address:_______________________________
Phone: ___________ E-mail: ______________________________________

(print carefully)

IMPORTANT CHANGE: ORDER IN ADVANCE if you want a tree, wreath
or garland. There will be few/no products for general sale on Dec. 7/8.
Quantity Amount

_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

$______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

Total

$______

Item *

Early Order Price After Thanksgiving

Trees: 10’ – 13’ See www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm
9’ – 10’
$100
$120
8’ – 9’
$75
$90
7’ – 8’
$50
$60
6’ – 7’
$40
$50
5’ – 6’
$35
$45
$30
Large Wreaths
$25
Small Wreaths
$15
$20
Garland (75-foot roll of white pine)
$30
$40
NBCA Dues
$35 (See mailing label for your exp. date)
Checks: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342

Pick up your tree on December 7 & 8. — Your order must be received by Dec. 4, 2012.

Questions? Email NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com

Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
Diane Barnwell – Realtor
770-314-7752
www.bhnp.org
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
3340 Peachtree Rd#560
Buckhead Coalition
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum
3872 Roswell Road
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000
Cannon,Mihill &Winkles,LLC 1355 Peachtree St. #1570
www.CastleHavenConstruction.com
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403
Ed Castro Landscape
www.edcastro.com
European School of Music & Chess 5187 Roswell Rd
www.gashakespeare.org
Georgia Shakespeare
404-966-9220
Jackie Goodman, Realtor
3830 Roswell Road
Goodyear of Buckhead
Jones & Kolb, CPAs
404-262-7920
Nan T Moore Interiors Ntmoore1@comcast.net
Park Avenue Condominium Ass’n 750 Park Ave

Piccadilly Puppets
404-636-0022
Pope and Land
www.popeandland.com
Private Bank of Buckhead 3565 Piedmont Rd#210
404-231-1113
Realtors, *The Hinsons *
www.regentpartners.com
Regent Partners
ScotlandWright Associates www.scotlandwright.com
seligenterprises.com
Selig Enterprises, Inc.
Shirley Irek Piano Studio
404-467-9451
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor www.jennifersherrouse.com
St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org
South Peak Construction
404-983-4807
Robbie Stinespring-HeritageBank Mtge 404-266-5117
404-307-0347
Suzy Smith, Realtor
Elsie & Holden Thompson, HN Realtors 404-814-5421
Trees Atlanta
www.treesatlanta.org
707-709 Miami Circle
William Word Antiques

Area businesses, please join us! Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so
little money? To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $75 check (nonprofits, $35) along with the membership coupon on page 16. Or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/Dues.htm.
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Civic Association
PO Box 420391
Atlanta, GA 30342

Please Deliver
By Nov. 16

Are You A
Member?

Yes!

I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the…

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mail to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391
Website — www.nbca.org Email — NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com

Annual membership dues — Household $35 / Non-profit $35 / Business $75
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership)
Please enclose your check payable to NBCA, or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/dues.htm.
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ Date __________________
Please print carefully

Address ______________________________________________

Year you moved to North Buckhead _______

Email #1 ____________________________________ Email #2 ______________________________________
Join our email list. Please print very carefully

Phone (Home) ____________________ Phone (Work) _____________________ Cell _____________________
Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories:

 Beautification / Park
 Christmas Tree Sale
 Environment / Trees
 Eyesore Resolution
 Friend of the Park
 Legal / Professional
 Membership — Business
 Membership — Condo

 Membership — Single-family
 Neighborhood Directory
 New Neighbor Greeting 
 Newsletter 
 One-time, quick volunteer jobs
 Playgrounds / Kids
Police / Fire / Safety
 Sidewalks / Crosswalks

 Social Events
 Stuff Envelopes
 Sustainability/Recycle
 Traffic
 Web Site 
 Zoning / Land Use
 Other _____________

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
In addition to my $35/75 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $____ Legal $____ and Greenspace Fund $____
NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation. Payments to NBCA are not tax-deductible charitable contributions.

