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We’d like to tell you some key things about 
North Buckhead and the North Buckhead Civic 
Association (NBCA). 

Did you know that NBCA was founded as the 
“Eighth Ward Civic Association” back in 
1972? That was when the City’s “wards” were 
represented by a Board of Aldermen.  We now 
have City Councilmembers, representing twelve 

(Continued on page 8) 

By Howard Shook 
Atlanta City Council, District 7 

Is Buckhead’s traffic the unavoidable downside 
of being a large and successful urban 
destination, or do we suffer from specific 
congestion-producing conditions that can be 
corrected?  Where are the worst bottlenecks?  
What causes them?  How has our historical 
increase in traffic volume related to our growth 
spurts, and what does this indicate regarding 
future levels of congestion as suggested by our 
underlying zoning and land-use plans? 

How close are we to the time when our daily 
“peaks” merge into a “rush hour” that lasts all 
day? 

Yolanda Adrean and I have initiated a study to 
find out.   

The analysis, which was triggered by a City 
Council resolution we sponsored, is being 
conducted by Arcadis/BPA, a joint venture firm 

(Continued on page 12) 

Peachtree Traffic Study 

After trying advance orders only as the format 
for our Christmas Tree Sale, we’re going back to 
the old format.  You can still order a tree, 
wreath or garland in advance.  But if you are 
not sure of what you would like and want to see 
it before you buy, that’s now possible, too. 

NBCA’s product/price list is on the back 
cover.  Tree sale and product pick-up is at 
the Sarah Smith primary campus, 370 Old Ivy 
Road, on Saturday, December 3, 8:30 am to 1 
pm, and Sunday, December 4, 1 pm to 3 pm.  

Did You Know... 

NBCA Christmas Tree Sale 

New Tree Buying Options 
 

Early Pre–Sale Order  

–or- 
 

Look/Buy on December 3/4 
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We will go where the facts take us! 

Late-breaking update: North Buckhead’s 
crime rate has declined for a number of years in 
a row but that may have reversed in 2016.  For 
much of the neighborhood, the residential crime 
rate increased by over 90% compared to the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Residential Crime Rate Up 
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That's why places like Blue Heron are so 
important for providing habitat and refuge for 
these birds, especially in a city like Atlanta 
which is increasingly losing its wild spaces.  Your 
back yard is important, too. You can play a part 
in welcoming these birds by creating your own 
bird-friendly sanctuary where you live.   

For more information on what you can do to 
support birds at your home, go to Audubon's 
Wildlife Sanctuary* site.   If you're interested in 
finding these birds for yourself, we encourage 
you to participate in one of Audubon's field 
trips* to learn firsthand from experts and 
become a citizen scientist yourself by coming to 
Emma Wetlands to birdwatch and submit your 
findings on eBird*.  To find out more, contact 
Adam at adam@atlantaaudubon.org. 

* For more information about the birds and 
Audubon web pages mentioned in this article, 
see www.nbca.org/BH/BoBH/. 

Many Kinds of Birds Visit Blue Heron Nature Preserve  

By Kevin McCauley 
Incoming Executive Director 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

Given our name, it seems only natural to think 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve would be a haven 
for birds.  And it's proving to be true.  Thanks to 
our partnership with the Atlanta Audubon 
Society and their Conservation Director, Adam 
Betuel, we are learning more about the birds 
that call the Preserve home.  With funding from 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation over 
the past year, Atlanta Audubon has worked to 
create bird-friendly habitats at several locations 
in the City including at the Preserve's Emma 
Wetlands.  Invasives were replaced with native 
plants like Cutleaf Coneflower, Cardinal Flower, 
Winterberry, and Button Bush, which provide 
food and shelter for birds and other wildlife.   

In order to understand the impact of these 
improvements, Audubon has started a monthly 
program of monitoring the bird activity at Blue 
Heron’s Emma wetlands.  According to Adam, 
by monitoring bird activity Audubon hopes 
"to better understand how birds are utilizing 
urban green spaces to see how habitat 
restoration efforts affect birds’ presence, and to 
learn how we can provide birds safe passage 
through our city as well as healthy breeding/
wintering locations." 

So far 95 different bird species have been 
identified at Emma with a total of 120 
throughout the Preserve.  Yes, 120!  Of course 
this includes the common birds we often see like 
Blue Jay, Northern Cardinal, American Robin 
and Brown Thrasher.  But it also includes rare 
birds like the Indigo Bunting, Black-throated 
Blue Warbler, Northern Parula and Blue-winged 
Warbler.  What's even more interesting is many 
of these birds are just passing through on their 
way to their summering grounds in Canada or 
wintering grounds in South America.  And even 
others like the Golden-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-
billed Cuckoo, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and 
Dark-eyed Junco may only spend the summer or 
winter here.    

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

Indigo Bunting 

                           Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Photos—Audubon Society 

http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/backyard-wildlife-sanctuary-certify
http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/backyard-wildlife-sanctuary-certify
http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/field-trips
http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/field-trips
http://ebird.org/
mailto:adam@atlantaaudubon.org
http://www.nbca.org/BH/bobh/
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In a September presentation at the Buckhead 
Theater, the Buckhead Community 
Improvement District (BCID) and its consultants 
made a public presentation about their proposal 
that an innovative park be built, of all places, 
over GA 400.  The cost of that park was 
projected to be $195 to $245 million.  The park 
would provide a large and transformative central 
event place, which this part of Buckhead lacks.  
The park configuration presented proposed a 
safe connecting route for PATH400 over both 
Peachtree (see figure below) and Lenox Roads 
(figure at right) .  The connection over Lenox 
Road for PATH400 would put the Buckhead 
MARTA station in closer and safer walking 
proximity to North Buckhead’s Ivy and Old Ivy 
Road homes.  

Along with providing recreational and major 
event facilities, the new park would almost 
certainly encourage new high-density 
development in the area near the park.  While it 
was argued that workers might linger in the 
park after quitting time and thereby reduce 
traffic congestion, the new development is 
certain to offset that slight improvement.  The 
net result will be increased traffic congestion. 

Questions remain about how the park will be 
paid for, including whether park proponents will 
propose imposing taxes on residential properties 
near the park.  More generally, our Buckhead 
community needs to discuss this proposal and 
decide whether this extremely expensive, but 
potentially transformative, project is our 
community’s best investment option.    

The Park over 400 is one of the key projects 
included in the Buckhead REdeFined master plan 
project — see article on page 13 of this 

Park Over GA 400? 

This BCID park plan map (annotated by NBCA to 
show street names)  shows the proposed Park Over 
400 looking south from Lenox Road.  The park spans 
0.45 miles of GA400 between Peachtree and Lenox 
Roads and provides considerable new park area. 

   
Strategic openings (suggested in the map by red 

outlines and arrows) avoid creating a sealed traffic 
tunnel under the park.  This avoids the need for vent 
fans and lighting below the park.  The openings are 

to be shaped to reduce traffic noise in the park 
overhead.       

Southern end of the proposed park looking north 
from Peachtree Road.  The Buckhead MARTA station 

would be accessed under the park.  Maggiano’s 
Restaurant is shown just to the right of the bridge.   

 
The pedestrian bridge over Peachtree would provide 

important mid-block mobility for pedestrians and 
PATH400 users.  A similar bridge is planned over 

Lenox Road at GA 400, which is currently an 
extremely challenging area for pedestrians.    

newsletter.  For more information about BCID’s 
proposal, see www.buckheadcid.com/plans-and-
studies/park-over-ga-400.   

http://www.buckheadcid.com/plans-and-studies/park-over-ga-400/
http://www.buckheadcid.com/plans-and-studies/park-over-ga-400/


Page 4 North Buckhead Newsletter December 2016 

By Nancy Jones 
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve  

 

Dear Friends, it is time to say goodbye. After 16 
years of advocating for green space in North 
Buckhead and Atlanta, I am ready to retire. It 
has been a joy to save green space in our 
neighborhood and to work with my partner in 
crime, Gordon Certain.  Our neighborhood now 
has multiple parks and trails. Such was not the 
case in 2000 when Blue Heron Nature Preserve 
was created — at that time saving land from 
development was a much harder proposition.  

Did you know that previous Parks Commission-
er, Diane Harnell Cohen, allocated parks impact 
fee money to start Little Nancy Creek Park and 
acquire the THW Design property for Blue 
Heron? Did you know that Gordon and I picked 
out the land for Little Nancy Creek Park, worked 
with the City of Atlanta Watershed Department 
concerning the land which is now Mountain Way 
Common, and met with the DOT to discuss a 
trail along GA 400 which is now PATH400? All 
that happened back in 2007. I am so proud of 
these successes and NBCA has been a critical 
partner along the way. 

Blue Heron Nature Preserve has grown from its 
seven-acre start in 2000 to 30 acres in 2016! 
We have a large board, good financials, a staff 
of five and strong education, art and conserva-
tion programs in place. And the best news is, 
long-time board member and now Project and 
Operations Director Kevin McCauley is going to 

Blue Heron Founder Nancy Jones Says Farewell 

step into my leadership role at the Preserve!  
So, as I plan my move to Florida with my part-
ner Warren, I feel the Preserve is in a great 
place to continue to grow and thrive. 

I hope you will continue to support parks in our 
neighborhood and the City of Atlanta; most 
parks are self-funded and depend on your help 
to survive. 

Sincerely, 
  

Nancy 

Middle: Nancy Jones, Executive Director, BHNP  

R: Kevin McCauley, New Executive Director, BHNP 

L: Gordon Certain, NBCA President 
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BHNP Board President on Nancy Jones’ Departure 

By Jay Levin 
Board President, Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

Over the past 15 years, we’ve had the pleasure 
of watching Blue Heron Nature Preserve grow 
from a vision in a neighborhood school teacher’s 
eye to the reality of a 30-acre natural habitat in 
the midst of an urban landscape.  I’m writing to 
brief you about how we’re ensuring the contin-
ued growth of Blue Heron over the next 15 
years and beyond.   

Our next chapter begins with a transition, as 
founding Executive Director Nancy Jones has 
decided to retire at year-end.  Simply put, there 
would be no Blue Heron without Nancy.  She 
has applied her vision, passion, creativity and 
tireless enthusiasm to expand Blue Heron from 
its original seven acres to its present footprint; 
establish a highly regarded and successful edu-
cation program; and extend the Preserve’s focus 
into research and advocacy across a variety of 
urban environmental causes — and that’s just 
for starters.  If you know Nancy, then you know 
the foundation and legacy she leaves at Blue 
Heron simply cannot be overstated.  

This foundation includes an extremely well-
qualified successor, Kevin McCauley, who has 
served as Project and Operations Director at 
Blue Heron since 2014 and previously served 
the organization as a board member and volun-
teer for many years.  Kevin steps into the Exec-
utive Director position following a 30-year ca-
reer in information technology, most recently at 
Home Depot. He is a longtime North Buckhead 
resident and has been a volunteer leader for nu-
merous environmental and community organiza-
tions.  Kevin’s work at Blue Heron has included 
establishing the first community garden in Buck-
head, playing an instrumental role in acquiring 
additional property for the Preserve and manag-
ing restoration and capital improvement work to 
expand our mission and reach into the commu-
nity.  Nancy and the Board feel very fortunate 
that we can look forward to a seamless transi-
tion of leadership. 

This past year has been a pivotal one in posi-
tioning Blue Heron for its next phase of pro-
gress.  The Board, working with Nancy, Kevin 
and other staff members, has undergone its first 
strategic planning process.  The resulting plan 
outlines and prioritizes the work we intend to do 
over the next three years to further Blue 
Heron’s mission by activating the Preserve, im-
proving the governance and professionalism of 
BHNP, enhancing the public awareness and rep-
utation of the Preserve, and growing our finan-
cial resources.  Our new strategic plan caps off 
what has been a tremendous period of growth 

and maturation as an organization: 

 Increasing our operations budget three-
fold in the most recent three-year period. 

 Raising more than $160,000 through 
grants. 

 Doubling the size of our board in a two-
year period. 

 Educating more than 1,600 people through 
on- and off-site educational programming. 

 Engaging more than 300 individuals in 
more than 2500 hours of volunteer service. 

While we will all miss Nancy and her leadership, 
she leaves Blue Heron in a strong position with 
an exceptional amount of momentum.  The 
Board and staff intend to honor her legacy by 
building upon that momentum to ensure that 
Blue Heron continues to work toward realization 
of its vision — To be a haven for nature in an 
urban environment.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions or if you would like to receive a 
copy of the strategic plan.  On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, we appreciate your interest 
in and support of Blue Heron Nature Preserve. 

With best wishes, 

Jay Levin 
jay.levin@bryancave.com 
404 572-6877  
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PATH400 Plays Role in Sarah Smith Walk to School Day 

By Dana McKenzie 
Sarah Smith PTA PR Chair   

On Wednesday, October 5, hundreds of Sarah 
Smith students and parents participated in Walk 
to School Day, as part of the national effort to 
draw attention to safe walking routes to school, 
as well as the importance of active lifestyles and 
exercise. Sarah Smith parent Jennifer Sand 
chaired this year’s event and worked with PTA 
leadership to coordinate volunteer parents and 
teachers to cheer on the walkers along the 
route. Additionally, Sarah Smith PTA reached 
out to the community to engage two local 
nonprofits in the effort: Livable Buckhead, the 
organization helping build the PATH400 
greenway in Buckhead, and the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta Strong4Life movement.  

Commenting on the importance of this event, 
Dr. Michael Forehand, Principal of Sarah Smith 
Elementary, stated, “We value our community 
partners and how they support our overall 
instruction efforts. Physical activity is an integral 
part of the total education of every child starting 
in Kindergarten. Quality programs such as Walk 
To School Day are also important because they 
provide learning experiences that meet a 
student’s developmental needs, which in turn 
helps to improve the mental alertness, academic 
performance, readiness, and enthusiasm for 
learning." 

This was the first “public” event for the newest 
segment of PATH400, a ½ mile bikeable and 
walkable greenway extending between Wieuca 
and Old Ivy Roads. The new segment, like most 
of the 5.2 miles planned for PATH400, is built on 
the GA400 right of way and is funded, in part, 
through donations from individuals and 
businesses in the community. “In a 
neighborhood where sidewalks and public 
greenspace are pretty scarce, PATH400 takes 
advantage of underutilized public land to 
provide a safe route to school,” noted Livable 
Buckhead Executive Director Denise Starling. 
“We are also creating an educational asset for 
the hundreds of families attending area schools, 
including Sarah Smith, teaching students about 
the environment, local history and culture, and 
of course, the value of healthy eating and daily 
exercise.” PATH400 also provides an alternative 
to the carpool line because it is a walkable link 
for families living on the west side of GA 400 to 
either campus of Sarah Smith, the intermediate 
campus located on Wieuca Road and the 
primary campus on Old Ivy Road.  

Strong4Life nutrition experts were on hand to 
provide information about healthy habits to 
families while the Children’s mascots, Hope and 
Will, encouraged walkers and posed for photos 
with families.  
 

 

About Sarah Smith Elementary PTA 
The mission of the Sarah Smith Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA) is to build upon Sarah Smith’s 
tradition as an excellent neighborhood school by 
being an active supporter and advocate for its 
students, teachers and staff. By encouraging 
parental involvement in the school, we will work 
together to further enhance the academic and 
social enrichment of our children. For more 
information about the Sarah Smith PTA, visit 
www.sarahsmithelementary.com/pta.  

 

About Livable Buckhead 
Livable Buckhead is a nonprofit organization 
with a goal of sustainability, economic vitality, 
and greenspace for Buckhead’s residents, 
businesses, and visitors. Livable Buckhead is 
partnering with 26 organizations, government 
agencies, and other nonprofits to build 
PATH400. We also rely on funding from 
individuals and businesses in the community. 
The project is expected to be complete in 2018, 
thanks to our supporters and partners. To find 
out more about the programs and the vision for 
PATH400, visit the website at 
Livablebuckhead.org. 

 

About Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
Strong4Life 
With the mission to arm parents and caregivers 
with the tools needed to better support a 
healthier home environment, Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta’s Strong4Life movement 
makes improving family nutrition and physical 
activity habits fun, easy and convenient. 
Strong4Life.com offers easy tips, facts and 
advice from our doctors, nutritionists and 
wellness experts who are parents, too. 

Dr. Michael Forehand, Principal of Sarah Smith Ele-
mentary, with Hope and Will, mascots from CHOA  

http://www.sarahsmithelementary.com/pta/
http://Livablebuckhead.org
http://Strong4Life.com
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Recycling Revisited:  Keep North Fulton Beautiful 

By Sue Certain 
Associate Editor 

On a sunny Saturday morning, Gordon and I 
loaded up our car with glass bottles and jars, an 
old metal can, Styrofoam, and lots of flattened 
cardboard boxes, and headed north.  We drove 
about seven miles north on Roswell Road to 
Morgan Falls Road on our left, where a green 
sign indicated “recycling center”.  Down Morgan 
Falls about a half mile on our left, marked by 
another green sign, we found our destination.   

This is the Sandy Springs Recycling Center, aka 
Keep North Fulton Beautiful.  It is staffed 9 am 
— 5 pm, seven days a week, except holidays.  
The gates are open 24/7, so you can drop items 
off anytime.  They take plastic bags, paper, 
glass, scrap metal; they don’t take paint or 
Styrofoam.  The glass they collect goes to 
Strategic Glass Recycling.  A Kidney Fund truck 
was there, accepting clothing, household goods, 
and even furniture. 

We interviewed Cliff Oliver, Lead Recycling 
Center Manager.  He was most helpful and 
informative.  He told us that they were happy to 
serve North Buckhead or customers from 
anywhere else.  They have even served 
customers from out-of-state.  They take cash 
donations and get them quite often.  For 
example, they have a grant from UPS (United 
Parcel Service).  Operating costs are paid by 
Sandy Springs.  Fulton County taxes (that we in 
North Buckhead pay) go for the building, 
property, and the attractive new roof.   

Durable board made from recycled plastic bags 

Mr. Oliver told us they get more cardboard than 
anything.  We saw him operate the compactor 
baler and drive the forklift.  There was indeed 
lots of cardboard.   

Plastic bags are made into “fake wood” boards, 
used mainly for decking.  Mr. Oliver told us they 
do not warp or fade as much as real wood. 

KNFB gives tours to groups like Boy Scouts, 
schools, and church groups.  They have an 
educational coordinator who does environmental 
and recycling education outreach.  Their mission 
is “to educate and activate our community in 
the beautification and conservation of our 
environment”.  Focus areas are litter prevention, 
beautification, waste reduction, water 
conservation, and environmental education.   
For more information, go to www.knfb.org.   

Center Manager Cliff Oliver and volunteer Angel Joseph 

http://www.knfb.org
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Did You Know? —continued 

Council Districts of the city as well as “at large” 
posts. 

Did you know that North Buckhead is the fourth 
largest neighborhood in the city, w ith a 
population now estimated to be about 9,500?  
Only the City’s Downtown, Midtown and Old 
Fourth Ward neighborhoods are larger.  North 
Buckhead is also the third largest neighborhood 
in the City of Atlanta by land area.     

Did you know that one of the oldest family 
cemeteries in the city is located right here 
in North Buckhead?  The Lowery-Stevens 
Cemetery was established on Loridans 
Drive near GA 400 in 1852.  It is currently 
heavily overgrown, and the Atlanta History 
Center has some of its gravestones in 
safekeeping.  Hopefully, the site will soon be 
respectfully restored in accordance with our 
North Buckhead Neighborhood Master Plan.   

Did you know that NBCA (not the City Parks 
Department) maintains the landscaping at North 
Buckhead Park, that small greenspace at 
the intersection of Wieuca Road and Phipps 
Boulevard?  NBCA, with the help of many 
contributions from supportive neighbors, pays a 
landscaping company to provide routine 
mowing, etc.  Volunteers Kim and Kevin 
McCauley, and Rita Christopher, supported by 
other volunteers, handle seasonal plantings and 
other maintenance. 

(Continued from page 1) Did you know that one of the largest land 
owners in North Buckhead is the Georgia 
DOT?  It owns more than 7% of the land within 
the neighborhood, including the GA 400 right of 
way. 

Lots of drivers think those traffic radar units at 
Sarah Smith campuses on Old Ivy Road and 
Wieuca are run by the city.  Actually, they are 
owned by NBCA and operated by NBCA’s VP/
Traffic Liaison Robert Sarkissian.  Since 2010, 
NBCA has captured about 94 million speed 
measurements on streets throughout the 
neighborhood.  We loaded these records into a 
PC database and use it to identify speeding 
trends and the need for traffic calming and 
pedestrian infrastructure and enforcement.  

Did you know that NBCA’s Board currently 
includes two PhDs and three former 
university professors?  Doctor Walda 
Lavroff taught at Georgia State.  Doctor Peter 
Rogers taught at Georgia Tech.  Architect and 
engineer Robert “Bob” Young taught at Georgia 
Tech.  Incidentally, Bob was also a founding 
member of NPU-B, back when the neighborhood 
planning unit system was established in 1974 by 
the city to provide grassroots citizens input on 
city land use decision making.       

Did you know that three of the last four Chairs 
of NPU-B were North Buckhead residents?  
These include Sally Silver, Walda Lavroff and 
current chair Andrea Bennett.  

Did you know that new neighbors moving into 
North Buckhead get a new neighbors’ greeting 
bag from NBCA thanks to the efforts of 
NBCA Board Member Rita Christopher and 
helpers.  The bag includes information about the 
neighborhood including the Buckhead Coalition’s 
Buckhead Guidebook, a 30-page NBCA booklet, 
information about some of our parks and a bag 
of cookies.  It is difficult for Rita to reach new 
neighbors in some areas, such as some condo 
towers.  If you have recently moved into the 
neighborhood and didn’t get your greeting bag, 
let us know at North Buckhead@yahoo.com.   

 

Have questions about North Buckhead we 
haven’t answered here?  Write us at 
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com with your question.      

Join/Pay NBCA Dues Online 

To pay dues and/or make donations, simply go 

to www.nbca.org/dues.htm.   

mailto:Buckhead@yahoo.com?subject=New%20Neighbors%20Bag
mailto:NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com?subject=My%20Question%20about%20North%20Question
http://www.nbca.org/PayPal/index.htm
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x Benefits of Corporate Volunteering 

By John Ahern 
Park Pride’s Volunteer Manager 

There are so many signs that fall is upon us: 
football, cool weather, and leaves dropping from 
Atlanta’s excellent tree canopy. But for me, the 
most obvious signifier is hosting more and more 
volunteers in parks.   

The majority of volunteers that I work with as 
Park Pride’s Volunteer Manager are part of 
corporate teams from local businesses. Atlanta 
is a giving town full of great companies that 
have strong employee engagement programs. 
Companies have learned that their return on 
investment in corporate responsibility programs 
yields much more than just a “good feeling” for 
those who partake. Over the past several years, 
I have been fortunate enough to see firsthand 
and discuss with corporate leaders and 
volunteers the benefits of employee 
engagement. And from within the midst of a 
busy fall volunteer season, I’d like to share 
some of what I’ve learned. 

The benefits of employee engagement through 
volunteer service can be broken into two 
categories: company benefits and employee 
benefits. By investing in their employees 
and promoting community engagement, 
research shows improved employee job 
satisfaction and company loyalty, increased 
positive public perception of the company, and 
increased ROI overall. These measures are 
important because they justify a company’s 
investment in corporate responsibility programs.  

The employee benefits of community 
engagement are equally as important as those 
directly to the company. Coordinating a service 
day in a park might not seem like professional 
development, but through this process, 
employees develop significant skills and gain 
important leadership experience that might not 
be available to them in their day-to-day work.   

At the point when a company commits to 
coordinating a service day, the professional 
development begins. A lot of companies 
organize a “coordination committee” to manage 
the engagement process. Joining the committee 
gives employees a chance to work alongside 
peers in other departments or with upper 
management, leveling the playing field and 
creating opportunities for internal networking.   

Committee members will delegate sub-
committee tasks like communication, 
partnership development, budgeting, logistics, 
and hospitality. It is in these sub-committees 
where employees are free to step outside their 
comfort zone and take on new roles, where they 
learn new skills as they fulfill their 
responsibilities. “Cross training” in these 
different areas to build project management or 
marketing experience encourages the 
development of well-rounded employees and 
better leaders overall.  

Park Pride doesn’t help coordinate these service 
projects just for the sake of employee 
professional development, but it is a great 
added benefit and we are happy to do it. The 
Volunteer Program was one of our first 
programs 27 years ago and is still critical to 
achieving our mission of engaging communities 
to activate the power of parks.  

Because our Volunteer Program reaches more 
unique individuals every year than any other 
outreach we do, it has become the face of Park 
Pride, inspiring individuals to get involved in 
their parks and community. This wouldn’t be 
possible without the support of the companies 
that believe in giving back. The employee 
engagement model between companies and 
nonprofits is a win-win situation that I hope only 
continues to grow as more and more companies 
look to maximize the effectiveness of their 
employees while enriching and improving the 
communities around us.   

Interested in getting your company involved?  I 
look forward to hearing from you!  

john@parkpride.org 

 
This article was first seen in the Thought Leadership column 
of Saporta Report called “People, Places, Parks” under the 
title “Volunteer Service and the Benefits of Employee 
Engagement.” 

The Home Depot summer interns at Whittier Mill Park 

NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 6:30 pm, 4th Monday of month ex-
cept March, Nov., and Dec., Room S-103, 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church. March meeting: 
the Annual Meeting.  Joint Nov./Dec.: Dec. 5, 
2016. 

Land Use/Zoning — 6:30 pm, 3rd Monday, 
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church. 

mailto:john@parkpride.org
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Crime — Continued 

   

Send your Tax-Deductible Contribution: 

Blue Heron Nature Preserve 
4055 Roswell Road 
Atlanta, Georgia. 30342 

Yes, I want to help support and grow my local 
Nature Preserve. Sign me up as a member and 
count on me for $20, $50, $100 $___________ 
to help the Preserve. 

 Name_______________________________  

 Address_____________________________ 

 City___________________State__Zip_____ 

 Email_______________________________ 

Tell me more. Contact me with more infor-
mation, tell me about volunteer opportunities, 
social events and other ways I can support the 
Preserve. 

Check here___and we will contact you. 

 ------------------------------------------------- 

 We appreciate your support! 

 Many thanks from the Board, Staff and Volun-
teers at Blue Heron Nature Preserve! 

  
 

Blue Heron resident 
Belle says:  

"Your support counts.  
Love your parks and 
help them thrive!" 

Blue Heron Nature Preserve Annual Fund 

same period last year (67 crimes so far in 2016 
vs. 35 in 2015).  While this might be a random 
fluctuation in our usual experience with crime, it 
is big enough to think it isn’t.  So, we should 
pay attention to our security vulnerabilities.   

The figure above shows crime in the “100% 
residential area” by type of offense.  We defined 
the “core residential area” as including single 
family and low-rise condominiums inside North 
Buckhead, including about 2,400 homes and 
5,800 residents.  The crime data came from an 
Atlanta Police Department database which 
includes over a quarter million serious crimes 

(Continued from page 1) reported since the beginning of 2009 — about 
33,000 a year.   

NBCA 2016 SECURITY SURVEY — We have 
surveyed the neighborhood many times to see if 
neighborhood residents were willing to pay for 
security patrols or help buy security cameras for 
our neighborhood streets.  So far most said no.   

We are trying again.  We encourage you to 
share your thoughts (and perhaps, your 
financial commitments).  For additional 
information we don’t have room for here and 
our survey, go to www.nbca.org/2016Survey.  

Your donation to our annual fund will help 
support our Monarch conservation project, 
Meadows for Monarchs; Native Plant 
Restoration; Natural Systems restoration with 
Belle and her beaver family, Beau, BB-8 and 
Baby Butterfly; Education; Park Maintenance; 
Trails and much more! Any donation is 
appreciated.  Renew at the membership level of 
$50 to be an on-going supporter. 
 

Join the Blue Heron Friends Group THE 
ROOKERY for a donation of $250 or more and 
receive an invitation to a special wine and 
cheese party. Last year we had free tickets to 
an Environmental Film Festival and cocktail 
party for ROOKERY donors at Oglethorpe 
University.  

http://www.nbca.org/2016Survey
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If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to 
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.  Please include 
your contact information and a description of 
the pet.  Include a photo if possible.   

Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org for lost/
found pet reports (or anything else) — that       
email account was deactivated years ago.  

Lost Cats and Dogs 

By Walda Lavroff  
Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee 

At the September 2016 meeting, the NBCA Land 
Use/Zoning Committee reviewed three 
applications: 

On Mountain Way we reviewed SD-16-020. 
Applicant Rick Tuley seeks to divide 590 
Mountain Way into two lots.  Our meeting 
was attended by several neighboring property 
owners.  We found this property is currently one 
lot of 1.41 acres.  It includes the old stone 
house which seems to have been there 
“forever”.  Mr. Tuley seeks to divide this lot into 
two. He wants to build a new house for himself 
on one lot.  The old stone house would remain 
as is on the other lot.  Neighbors were in favor 
of the proposed plan.  We recommended 
approval.   

On 4120 McClatchy Circle we reviewed Variance 
V-16-227.  The owner/ applicant wants to 
expand the existing garage to fit two cars into 
it.  Construction of a garage in front of the 
house would be difficult because of topography.  
Our Committee’s architect suggested that a turn
-around to exit the property “head-first” (a 
safety feature) should also be considered.  The 
applicant agreed with this suggestion.  There 
was no opposition to this application.  Our 
committee voted to recommend approval.  

Land Use and Zoning  

On 3600 Ivy Road we reviewed Variance 16-
231 (Zoned R-3).  The applicant seeks to 
reduce the front yard set-back from 50 feet to 
35 feet and the side yard set-back from 10 feet 
to 3 feet for a garage addition to the existing 
dwelling.   

During our site visit we found the existing home 
(about 85 years old) with no garage, on a lot 
less in width than the R-3 code required 100 
feet.  The lots in this area precede existing code 
and are “grandfathered” into the R-3 category.   

Taken within the context of the surrounding 
properties and the presence of PATH400 across 
Ivy Road, we concluded that the proposed 
reduction would make sense, and that it would 
not be harmful to the neighborhood.  The 
committee voted to recommend approval.  

mailto:NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com
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P’tree Traffic Study—Cont. 

selected for their subject matter expertise.  
They are approximately halfway through the 
project, which is scrutinizing the Peachtree Road 
corridor between its northern city limit and I-85.   

We chose this corridor over broader but less 
clearly defined swaths of Buckhead because of 
the wealth of historical data available, the fact 
that we all drive it daily, the preponderance of 
existing and future density, and the criticality of 
the street to our health, safety, and welfare.   

The analysis will conclude this winter.  It is clear 
from a midpoint briefing that the consulting 
team, which is being managed by the 
Department of Public Works, will produce an 
unprecedented wealth of data we can then use 
to formulate effective policy.  We will go where 
the facts take us! 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

The North Buckhead CHOA Friends Group 
continues our neighborhood holiday tradition of 
decorating mailboxes.  For a $50 donation, your 
mailbox will be beautifully adorned with fresh 
holiday greenery and a festive handmade bow, 
while raising money for Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta.  

For every mailbox decoration purchased, a pa-
tient at CHOA Egleston, Hughes Spalding and 
Scottish Rite will receive a “Holiday Hug” sign on 
their hospital door! 

Place your order online 11/1 – 11/21 at: 
www.choa.org/mailbox. 

CHOA Mailbox Decorations  

http://www.choa.org/mailbox
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which began with the first public meeting held 
on October 17. The meeting provided communi-
ty members with an overview of Buckhead’s ex-
isting conditions and gave them an opportunity 
to provide input in five interactive breakout sta-
tions: vision, placemaking, connectivity, park 
over GA 400, and Lenox Road corridor.   

BUCKHEAD REdeFINED incorporates two large 
projects already underway — the proposed park 
over GA 400 and improvements to the Lenox 
Road corridor.  The master plan will develop 100
-day and five-year action plans to guide Buck-
head development and improvements.  Recom-
mendations could include additional access 
points and ramp metering for GA 400, new road 
connections to improve traffic flow, strategies to 
create housing options that are affordable for 
Buckhead’s workforce, and more.  

“It’s important for the public to participate in 
this process so they can help shape the vision,” 
said Starling. “The more voices and viewpoints 
that we can get involved with BUCKHEAD REde-
FINED, the better.”  

The next public meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, January 19 at 6 pm, and will be held at the 
Atlanta International School ELC Multi-Purpose 
Room.  BUCKHEAD REdeFINED will also gather 
public feedback through an online survey that 
will be available through the project website 
buckheadredefined.com. The entire project is 
scheduled to continue through April, 2017. 
BUCKHEAD REdeFINED is being funded largely 
by the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Livable 
Centers Initiative.   

Provided by Denise Starling, Livable Buckhead 

When Buckhead formulated its current commu-
nity master plan, Bill Clinton was president and 
nearly every new business had “.com” at the 
end of its name. Much has changed since then, 
including Buckhead’s transformation from a 
wealthy bedroom community to a thriving urban 
center that operates on a nearly 24/7 basis. To 
address these changes in demographics and 
land use and to create a plan for maximizing the 
opportunities they present, five Buckhead or-
ganizations — Livable Buckhead, Buckhead 
Community Improvement District, Buckhead 
Coalition, Buckhead Business Association and 
Buckhead Rotary — are partnering on a master 
plan update dubbed BUCKHEAD REdeFINED.   

“The plan we put in place 16 years ago has 
served us well, but Buckhead has long since 
outgrown it,” said Denise Starling, Executive 
Director of Livable Buckhead and project lead 
for BUCKHEAD REdeFINED. “This community is 
now a diverse mix of commercial and retail de-
velopments, multifamily high-rises and single 
family homes. Our population is younger — in 
fact, nearly half are between 20 and 39 years 
old. We have to formulate a plan that takes 
these changes into account and gives Buckhead 
the chance to maximize opportunities and mini-
mize the potential negative effects of our 
growth.”  

BUCKHEAD REdeFINED is going to be guided by 
a steering committee representing more than 40 
different interests in the community. An exten-
sive public engagement process is planned, 

BUCKHEAD REdeFINED 

http://buckheadredefined.com/
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NBCA’s Email List Provides Timely Info & Helps Lost Pets 

This newsletter is published only four times a 
year, but neighborhood news happens more of-
ten, sometimes so fast we can’t cover it here.     

We write an article about our emails in each 
printed newsletter issue.  But we haven't includ-
ed an example — see our example of a recent 
email at the right. 

Each NBCA email’s subject line lists the contents 
so recipients can (and we hope, do) skip emails 
about topics they don’t care about.  What does 
our email look like?  See the example at the 
right.   

NBCA has 2,200+ addresses on its email list. 
Our typical 55% “open rate” means that NBCA 
emails are read.  Join our list at www.nbca.org 
or email us at NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.  
NBCA membership is not required.  It’s free for 
everyone.  

If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to 
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.  We generally do 
not repeat items posted on Nextdoor, so if you 
want to reach NBCA’s list, send an email to 

NBCA.  Please include (1) a description of the 
pet, (2) your contact information, and (3) a 
photo of the pet, if you have one. 

Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org — that email 
account was deactivated years ago.  An amazing 
number of people try to use it — it doesn’t work. 

NBCA Officers, Board, Staff 

Beautification  
 Liaison       Rita Christopher                                               
        Kevin McCauley 
        Kim McCauley 

Christmas Tree Sale 

 Liaison      Robert Sarkissian 

Code Enforcement 

 Liaison      Michelle Carver  

Crime Reporting 

 Liaison       Peter Rogers 

Land Use and Zoning  

 Chair      Walda Lavroff 
 Vice Chair  Andrea Bennett 

Membership  

 Liaison     Gordon Certain 
       Carolyn Brown 

New Neighbor Greeting 
 Liaison    Rita Christopher 
      Lauren Panetta  
 

 

           NBCA Officers  
President Gordon Certain       Vice Pres.  Robert Sarkissian 
Secretary Open                Treasurer  Dieter Franz  
 

NBCA Board            
Andrea Bennett   andrea0599 @gmail.com             404-231-4130  
Carolyn Brown   CarolynBrown@AtlantaEdge.com  404/405-7603 
Michelle Carver     michelle.carver @comcast.net      404-579-7127 
Gordon Certain     NorthBuckhead @yahoo.com          404-231-1192 
Rita Christopher    ritachristopher @bellsouth.net         404-237-5878 
Dieter Franz       cdfranz @comcast.net                   404-261-8697 
Waldtraut Lavroff  waldalavroff @gmail.com            678-686-4575 
Adam Pollock    castlehaven @bellsouth.net       404-233-1706 
Pete Rogers    petali @comcast.net          404-239-9004 
Robert Sarkissian    oversark @bellsouth.net           404-504-9444 
Bob Young      youngebh@comcast.net            404-255-1315 

 
    

Newsletter  
 Editor     Gordon Certain 
 Assoc. Ed.  Sue Certain 
 Proofing                      Jackie Goodman 

NPU-B Representative 
 NPU-B Chair Andrea Bennett 

Pedestrian (Sidewalk)  
 Liaison       Peter Rogers 

Social/Special Events 
 Liaison     Adam Pollock 

Traffic  
 Liaison     Robert Sarkissian  

Volunteer Coordinator  
 Liaison     Open  

Online Services  

 NBCA    Gordon Certain  
 Zoning   Andrea Bennett 
 Facebook  Sue Certain 
            Jackie Goodman 
      Tessa Turner   

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia Non-profit Corporation. 

 

Realtor/Associate Broker  

404-844-4977 (office) 

404-966-9220 (cell) 

JackieGoodRealtor@gmail.com 

www.JackieGoodman.com 

Jackie Goodman 

“Let my energy, enthusiasm, and 
 

love of North Buckhead work for you!”  
 

 

-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --  

 

Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980 
Office address: 1801 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta 30309 

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

Above: Parts of a recent NBCA email. 

http://www.nbca.org/Police/13579/index.html
mailto:NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com?subject=Join%20NBCA%20email%20list
mailto:NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com
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Area Businesses Support NBCA 

These businesses support your neighborhood association with their  
NBCA business memberships.  Please support them. 

Can you think of another way to get visibility for your area business for so little cash?  Businesses, join 
NBCA and get listed here.  Send $100 (non-profits, $50) with the coupon below or join online. 

Atlanta Audubon Society    ww.atlantaaudubon.org 

Blue Heron Nature Preserve            www.bhnp.org 

Buckhead Coalition              3340 Peachtree Road#560  

       2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd

Café Vendôme                 www.CafeVendome.com 

DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc.      3596 N Stratford Rd 

Diazo Specialty Printing      3872 Roswell Road #A8 

Laura Dew, Realtor-Atl. Fine Homes 404-974-4372 

DWHInteriors.com 

Rand Fisher, Realtor            rand.fisher@evusa.com 

Eclipse Fitness Studio                          295 W Wieuca Road

Goodyear of Buckhead                             3830 Roswell Road 

Jones & Kolb, CPAs                       404-262-7920 

Kazoo Toys                             3718 Roswell Road 

Nan T Moore Interiors    

Ntmoore1@comcast.net 

Park Avenue Condo Association    750 Park Ave 

Park Regency Condo Assn.   700 Park Regency Pl  

Peachtree Mosquito Control         404-447-6607 

Piccadilly Puppets                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       404-636-0022 

Pope and Land                  www.popeandland.com 

Private Bank of Buckhead 3565    Piedmont   Rd#210 

Realtors, *The Hinsons   *                                                                                                                                      404-231-1113 

Regent Partners                                    www.regentpartners.com 

                                      

Selig Enterprises, Inc.                         

Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor                                             www.jennifersherrouse.com 

  

Suzy Smith, Realtor                                                                  404-307-0347 

Tuxedo Pharmacy                    164 W Wieuca Road 

   Comments, skills, interests, questions: 
         _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NBCA is a 501(C)(4) Georgia Non-profit Corporation. 

Able to Help North Buckhead? 
   

 Christmas Tree Sale  Parks / Playgrounds  

 Code Enforcement (Eyesore Resolution)  Security  

 Landscaping / Streetscape  Sidewalks / Crosswalks  

 Legal/Professional Services (for NBCA)  Social Events (Fall Fling & etc.)  

 Membership  Houses  Condos  Business   Stuff Envelopes  

 Neighborhood Cleanup Projects  Traffic  

 Neighborhood History and Art  Web site / Facebook  

 New Neighbor Greeting   Zoning/Land Use  

 One-time, quick volunteer jobs  Other ________________  

Pay By Mail  

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 
       Join      Renew 

Pay Online at www.nbca.org/dues.htm 
Or Mail to: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342 

  
   Name(s) _______________________________________________________________           Date ____________________ 
                        Please print carefully 

   Address ____________________________________________________          Year you came to North Buckhead 

_________ 
 

   Email #1 ______________________________________               Email #2 _______________________________________ 
                         Join our email list.  Please print very carefully so you will received NBCA’s Emails Updates.  
 

      Phone (Home) _______________________       Cell #1 ______________________        Cell #2 ______________________ 

Dues: $50/ year—Business $100  

 One year  Two years $100/ Bus $200  $______ 

Optional donations:      

    Park Landscaping  $______ 

   Legal Fund  $______ 

   Greenspace  $______ 

   Master Plan / General Fund  $______ 

Total Check Amount  $______ 

Make check payable to NBCA 

mailto:rand.fisher@evusa.com
http://www.nbca.org/PayPal/index.htm
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 Civic Association 

 PO Box 420391 

 Atlanta, GA 30342 
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By Nov. 8 
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Christmas Tree Order Form 

 TSPLOST Builds  Old Ivy  

2016 NBCA Tree Sale Order Form  
Complete price list and on-line ordering are available at www.nbca.org/TreeSale 

 

Name:___________________________ Address:_______________________________  

 

Phone: ___________ E-mail: ______________________________________ (print carefully) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order pick-up: Saturday, Dec. 3, 8:30am-1pm; Sunday, Dec. 4, 1pm-3pm 

Your early order must be received by Dec. 1, 2016. 
 

Checks: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342 

Questions?  Email NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com  

 Item         Early Order  Pick-up Day Quantity Amount  

  5’ – 6’ Tree            $39 $45 _______ $______  

 6’ – 7’             $45 $53 _______ ______  

 7’ – 8’  $55 $64 _______ ______  

 8’ – 9’    $79 $89 _______ ______  

 9’ – 10’  $105 $115 _______ ______  

 10’ – 13’ See web site  N/A _______ ______  

 Large Wreath  $25 $30 _______ ______  

 Small Wreath  $15 $20 _______ ______  

 Garland  See web site  See web site  _______ ______  

 Tree Funnel $12 $12 _______ ______  

 NBCA Dues  $50/year $50/year _______ ______  

    Total $______  

http://www.nbca.org/TreeSale
http://NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com

