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This paper’s purpose: 
 
This document is intended to explain pertinent background and current activities 
underway to make Wieuca Road safer for drivers and pedestrians, particularly near the 
new elementary school. 
 
Existing conditions:  
 
Wieuca Road is a 2.75-mile-long, mostly two-lane road traversing the single-family 
neighborhood of North Buckhead.  Classified as a ‘Collector’ street, Wieuca Road serves 
both neighborhood residents and many drivers who use it daily as a ‘cut-through’ route.  
The 2-mile segment between Phipps Blvd. and Roswell Rd has no stop signs, traffic 
signals, or speedhumps.  The municipally-designated speed limit, which very few drivers 
observe, is 25mph. Studies show that most drivers operate in the 38-40mph range with an 
accepted degree of comfort, with a minority driving at significantly higher speeds.  Some 
segments of the road have sidewalks on one side or the other, which are in varying states 
of condition.   
 
Relevant Speed Limit History: 
 
Wieuca Road was designed and posted for a 35mph speed limit.  In 1999, responding to 
community pleas, the former District 7 Councilman introduced and successfully 
supported an ordinance lowering the posted speed limit to 25mph.  The Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT), citing data demonstrating that this lower speed 
limit did not reflect the road’s design or actual driving speeds, has since refused to issue 
the permit the Atlanta Police Department (APD) needs to employ radar- or laser-based 
speeding control tactics.  Although over the years APD periodically ran such details and 
issued tickets anyway, none of the tickets would withstand a court challenge.  APD 
eventually discontinued Wieuca speeding details entirely, with no intention of renewing 
them without a permit.  
 
The New Elementary School: 
 
The Atlanta Public School system (APS) is constructing a new school for elementary-
aged students on Wieuca Road.  The school will open in early January.  APS will provide 
for a new sidewalk along the school’s frontage.  All other needed life/safety infrastructure 
for drivers and pedestrians must be supplied by the City of Atlanta.  Challenges include 
the fact that the new facility is sited on perhaps the most disadvantageous segment of 
Wieuca Road (based on terrain grade, limited sight distance, and road curvature), as well 
as an APS policy barring bus service to the many students living within one mile.  
Although the school zone would be posted at 25mph, without a GDOT permit APD 
would not be able to use radar/laser to enforce it. 
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Dialogue Participants: 
 
As the District 7 Councilman, I have initiated a dialogue among interested Wieuca Road 
‘stakeholders’ with the goal of considering any and all safety-enhancing options and then 
creating from them as broad a consensus as possible in terms of what to steps to support.  
Thus far, contributors to this dialogue have included Wieuca Road residents, leadership 
of the North Buckhead Neighborhood Association, the Chair of Neighborhood Planning 
Unit B (NPUB) Transportation & Development Committee, Sarah Smith’s Principal, the 
Sarah Smith PTA Co-Chairs, Board Members and staff of APS, APD’s Zone Two, and 
private as well as City traffic engineers.  There have been several meetings involving all 
or combinations of these stakeholders, including a recent site inspection. 
 
 
Existing Consensus: 
 
Thus far, stakeholders agree that: 

• The current traffic conditions pose an unacceptable daily risk to neighbors, 
motorists, and pedestrians using or living near Wieuca Road; 

• Because of the time sensitivity driven by the impending school opening, attention 
to that segment of Wieuca will receive priority attention, with the balance of the 
road being considered thereafter; 

• Traffic and pedestrian life/safety infrastructure features will be prioritized in 
accordance with available funding; 

• Raising the speed limit to 30mph (so as to allow radar enforcement) might be 
acceptable if part of a more comprehensive plan. 

 
Options On The Table: 
 
Here is a list of the ideas that have been discussed, with some brief pros/cons: 
 
Raise speed limit to 30mph.  Would allow radar enforcement where none can otherwise 
occur.  But: Would average speeds increase?  How sporadic would enforcement be? At 
what speeding threshold would APD issue tickets? 
 
Lower speed limit to 20mph.  Mentioned but not under active consideration. 
 
New sidewalks.  The Sarah Smith school directory indicates a large number of children 
living in the ‘No-Bus’ radius on the ‘school-side’ of Wieuca.  An enlarged sidewalk 
network would promote walking (vs. driving), calm traffic, and prevent kids from having 
to cross the street twice.  It will also be expensive, may cause some tree losses, and some 
residents have expressed opposition to a sidewalk in ‘their’ yard. 
 
Speedhumps and other ‘vertical’ speed-breaking elements.  Such elements cannot be used 
on Wieuca or any street with a ‘Collector’ engineering classification.   
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Aggressive ‘traffic calming’ elements.  Maintain the 25mph limit and physically modify 
Wieuca so that most vehicles simply cannot exceed it, typically by using bulb-outs, 
narrower lanes, slight curves, and sharper, narrower corners at side streets (see: E.Wesley 
Rd, Peachtree Hills Ave, Lindbergh Ave).  But: such measures would be extremely 
controversial, take years to plan/install, and cost close approx. $2M. 
 
‘Your speed is—‘ radar signs.  The Buckhead Coalition is offering to help fund these 
tools, which everyone supports. 
 
Flashing school zone signage.  A no-brainer.  Sites have been identified. 
 
Signalized intersections & crosswalks at appropriate locations.  There is agreement 
regarding the need for lights/crosswalks directly in front of the school, and general 
agreement for additional safe pedestrian crossing/vehicle stopping opportunities IF no 
additional sidewalk is be poured. 
 
Improvements at and near the Wieuca/Loridans intersection.  A number of children who 
may desire to walk to the new school confront an un-signalized intersection already prone 
to accidents and long vehicle queuing as well as a lack of sidewalks in general and an 
extremely dangerous crossing of the Little Nancy Creek bridge in particular. 
 
Stop signs & crosswalks at some or all Wieuca intersections.  The cheapest approach.  To 
consider: some locations won’t provide adequate advance visual warning; many will 
object to constant stops/starts along Wieuca; stop signs require periodic enforcement; 
drivers tend to speed up between stops. 
 
Next Steps: 
 
Determine funding availability. Evaluate options. Search for consensus.  Draft & 
introduce required legislation. 
 
Your input is welcome! 
 
Howard Shook 
 
(404)330-6050 
hshook@atlantaga.gov 
9/16/09 
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ment, who are responsible for street and sidewalk in-
frastructure.  Public representatives have included the 
Sarah Smith PTA Co-presidents Elizabeth Reed and An-
gie Chesin, along with NBCA representatives.   

While the changes outlined below 
might make Wieuca Road less 
attractive for cut-through traffic 
between Roswell Road and 
Peachtree Road, our recommen-
dations were based on the prem-
ise that our main priority has to 
be the safety of our children ac-
cessing the new campus.    

New traffic signals 
Plans include two pedestrian-
actuated countdown signals on 
Wieuca Road: one at Ivy Road 
and the other at Whittington 
Drive.  In the mornings and after-
noons, these signals would also 
serve as a means for vehicular 
traffic spacing and control into 
and out of the campus. These 
signals might be inactivated dur-
ing non-school hours.  

New all-way stops 
New rules are taking effect that 
will result in smaller school bus 
service zones.  So, more students 

(Continued on page 8) 

 By Robert Sarkissian, NBCA Traffic Chair 

Construction of our new Sarah Smith School has pro-
gressed to the stage that the structure of the school 
complex is visible from Wieuca 
Road.  At the same time,  planning 
to provide the street and sidewalk 
infrastructure needed by the school 
has been moving along.  These 
plans have focused on three dimen-
sions:  

1. The first involves traffic flow in 
the area adjacent to the school.  
The school’s new driveway must 
be integrated with the existing 
roadway including egress and 
ingress access, signaling, sign-
age, and striping for vehicular 
traffic.  A traffic flow concept for 
vehicles entering and leaving 
the school must be defined. 

2. The second consists of improve-
ments and other safety related 
mechanisms to ensure student 
safety for pedestrian traffic: 
crosswalks, pedestrian-activated 
signals, adequate sidewalk net-
works, etc.   

3. The third encompasses traffic 
calming and enforcement for 
the entire 1.8 mile stretch of Wieuca Road from 
Phipps Boulevard to Roswell Road.  These plans 
include the establishment of a school zone that will 
be located approximately between the GA 400 
overpass and Wieuca Trace. 

All of these measures must be in place by next January 
when the school opens to ensure adequate safety for 
our students.  As Atlantans know, there is a budget 
crisis in the City of Atlanta and funds for out-of-the-
ordinary needs are extremely limited.  Accordingly, in-
terim, low cost solutions are being pursued where pos-
sible.   City Councilman Howard Shook has been in-
volved in this planning effort and has been proactive in 
seeking the funding needed to complete these tasks in 
the relatively short time span remaining.  Atlanta 
Board of Education member Katy Pattillo and oth-
ers in Atlanta Public Schools have also been involved as 
have representatives of the City’s Public Works Depart-
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will need to either walk or carpool to school.  Unfortu-
nately, the existing sidewalks along Wieuca Road are 
across the street from the new school.  Hopefully, in 
the future, sidewalks will be built on both sides of the 
entire length of Wieuca, but there is neither the money 
nor the time to build them before the school opens.  
Accordingly, to reach existing sidewalks, new cross-
walks  and all-way stops are needed for at least two 
Wieuca intersections: Loridans Drive and North Ivy 
Road.  These all-way stops ensure that students can 
cross Wieuca safely while also serving to calm and me-
ter vehicular traffic. 

Atlanta Public Works plans to conduct all-way stop 
analyses at the intersections of Old Ivy Road & Wieuca 
Road, North Ivy Road & Wieuca Road, and Loridans 
Drive & Wieuca Road in the coming weeks.  

New Sidewalks 
As stated previously, currently the sidewalks are situ-
ated on the opposite side of Wieuca from the school.  
Making all students on the east side of Wieuca cross it 
twice to get to the new campus seems like an unneces-
sary burden.  So, Atlanta Public Works will prepare a 
cost estimate for short segments of new sidewalks 
along Wieuca Road from Danube Road to the school.  
Additional new sidewalks from Statewood Road, proba-
bly to North Ivy, are also needed.  With these improve-
ments, 90% of affected students living on the east side 
of Wieuca who are ineligible to ride school buses will 
be able to walk to school. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wieuca Road changes/Sarkissian—continued 

Wieuca speed limit 
Many residents along Wieuca Road have been vocal in 
their outrage at continual excessive speeding and occa-
sional speed-related crashes on Wieuca Road.  Many 
learned at our Annual Meeting (see article, page 2 and 
3) that the police are unable to enforce the 25 MPH 
Wieuca limit using radar.  This limitation is the result of 
Georgia DOT policies.  The lack of speed enforcement 
poses a special threat, given that the school will open 
in January.  State Representative  Ed Lindsey has been 
most helpful in outlining our options on this issue.  An 
obvious possibility would be to override the GDOT, ei-
ther through legislation or lobbying — while this may 
be possible, it wouldn’t happen before school opens.    

After many hours of discussion, with much input from 
Howard Shook and Ed Lindsey, we concluded that rais-
ing the speed limit to 30 MPH outside of the school 
zone deserves consideration.  As counterintuitive as it 
may sound, raising the speed limit appears to be our 
best option to slow down traffic, especially when com-
bined with traffic calming/control measures, such as 
the new traffic signals and all-way stops.  Importantly, 
it should be possible to make this change before the 
school opens.  With the limit raised to 30 MPH (keeping 
25 MPH in the school zone), enforcement all along 
Wieuca Road will again be possible.   

“Smart signs” 
The changes outlined above will be augmented by 
“smart signs” to alert drivers of their speed vs. the 
speed limit and by “reduced speed ahead” signage as 
they approach the school zone. 

Is this the final plan? 
We want to keep you informed.  At this point in time, 
we are describing a tentative plan but cannot say for 
sure what will ultimately happen.  All of these proposed 
changes appear to be realistic, but we don’t know if 
money can be found, especially given Atlanta’s dismal 
financial situation.  And, we don’t know that the speed 
limit can be changed in time.   

An update will be provided in our October newsletter 
and through our e-mail updates in the interim.  If you 
are not on our e-mail list, please sent your request to 
be added to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com.   

If you have any comments or suggestions about these 
plans, please send them to NBCA, PO Box 420391, At-
lanta 30342 or to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com. 

Katy Pattillo of the Atlanta Board of Education 
asked us to pass on the following request:  

Atlanta Public Schools is interested in having vol-
unteers for the school crossing guard program.  They 
will need crossing guards at the new Smith Annex on 
Wieuca Road.  If you know anyone who is interested, 
they may contact Ms. Carol Willis at 404 802-3535. 

APS needs crossing guards 
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NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month ex-
cept March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103, 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church. 
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of 
month 
 Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Playgrounds — No standing meetings yet.   
Meetings may be announced by e-mail. 
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian 
 oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444 

Annual Meeting: Many facets of North Buckhead 
By Sue Certain 

North Buckhead has many aspects — its history, 
people socializing and sharing food together, our 
policemen who work with us and protect us, the 
education of our children, sidewalks, skyscrap-
ers and green spaces, our pets, our wildlife, 
traffic, Sarah Smith School, recycling and con-
servation, concern for those less fortunate and 
more.  A number of these facets of our commu-
nity were visible at the NBCA Annual Meeting on 
March 27, attended by 
about 130 neighbors and 
guests. 

Illustrating the history of 
Buckhead, our main 
speaker, Susan Kessler 
Barnard, author of Buck-
head: A Place for All 
Time, took us on a 
PowerPoint tour of the 
past.  The Paleo-Indians 
lived here first, then the 
Creeks.  The Indians 
thought the Americans 
were weak, and sided 
with the British.  The 
Americans had a “peach 
tree trail” they took, 
which later became “Peachtree Road”.  In 1814, 
the road lead to “Fort Peachtree”.  After the 
British lost the war, the Creeks were forced to 
sign away millions of acres of land (1821, Treaty 
of Indian Springs) and moved west.   

The next historical development was that in 
1837, Henry Irby built a general store and tav-
ern.  Someone shot a buck and put his head up 
in the tavern.  It was called the “Buck’s Head”.  
Mr. Irby had a corral to put in cattle coming 
through, and the cattle herders could stop at 
the tavern for some cool refreshment.  

We learned how Ivy Road got its name.  Henry 
Irby had several daughters.  One, Sara Jane 
Irby, married Rial Bailey Hicks.  They had 

daughters, too.  Mary Ophelia married Seaborn 
Ivey; Alice married Russell Ivey.  Rial Hicks 
gave the two brothers land, and some of this 
land became Ivy Road.  (This was a surprise to 
those of us who thought the name came from all 
the English ivy that grew in the yards.) 

Judge Howell built a mill:  the road to it was 
called “Howell’s Mill Road”.  Sardis Methodist 
Church was built on Powers Ferry Road near 
North Buckhead, the first church in Buckhead.  

After the Civil War, The 
New Hope AME Church 
was built and deeded to 
former slaves.  Pottery 
became a major industry 
in Atlanta after the Civil 
War.  People started 
moving out to Buckhead, 
as the street car could 
take them downtown 
when they needed to go.   

This whole history was 
illustrated with fascinat-
ing old photographs.  
Two of the most memo-
rable were of Lenox 
Square when it opened in 
1962 as an open-air mall, 

and the Peachtree Gardens Clubhouse on North 
Ivy Road in its heyday, when dances were held 
in a beautiful ballroom.  It was a trip down 
memory lane for a number of us.  In the future, 
Susan Bernard will be publishing a history of 
Buckhead illustrated in old photographs, includ-
ing many shared in her presentation. 

Henry Hope, R. L. Hope’s grandson, also spoke.  
R. L. Hope was the resident physician and su-
perintendent of the “poor houses”, circa 1911.  
Blacks and whites were housed in separate fa-
cilities near the current location of the Buckhead 
Loop.  Both poor houses were relocated to the 
place where Chastain Park is now: one became 

Al Scenna with depiction of new Sarah Smith school 

Author Susan Barnard with image of  
Judge Clark Howell (Howell's Mill fame)  
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Many facets—continued 
Galloway School, the other became Chastain 
Arts Center.  Henry Hope has written a book 
called “The Poor Houses” on this subject.   

Regarding the new Sarah Smith School, Katy 
Pattillo (Atlanta Board of Education Board Mem-
ber, District 4), Sidney Baker (Sarah Smith Prin-
cipal), and Al Scenna (APS Project Manager for 
the Wieuca Campus) spoke to the group.  Sid-
ney Baker stated that there are 899 students at 
Sarah Smith and portable classrooms every-
where.  The kindergarten is located at a church 
due to lack of space and the school’s population 
continues to grow.  But still there’s a “focus on 
excellence” and it is an International Baccalau-

reate World School.  
Grades K-2 will be on the 
Old Ivy Road Campus and 
3-5 will be on the Wieuca 
Road campus.  This way, 
every current student will 
be able to attend the new 
campus.  Sarah Smith will 
be one school located on 
two campuses.  He 
stressed that not one child 
will be redistricted into or 
out of the Sarah Smith 
school district as a result 
of all this.   

The needs for traffic lights, sidewalks, volunteer 
crossing guards, hired crossing guards, and 
more were discussed.  The new campus is 
planned to open January 2010.  Trees have 
been saved in the construction of the new cam-
pus, due to neighborhood involvement. 

Crime and police were another facet of commu-
nity life.  Gordon Certain, NBCA President, pre-
sented Major James Sellers with an award as an 
outstanding citizen of North Buckhead. Major 
Sellers lives on North Ivy Road and has been 
the commander of the Zone 2 Atlanta Police 
Precinct.  This honor was richly deserved, as 
Major Sellers’ accessibility and responsiveness 
to the needs of the community have been un-

precedented.  Our new Zone 2 commander, Ma-
jor Robert Browning, also spoke to the assem-
bled group.  He said that crime was down in 
Zone 2.  While many Wieuca neighbors want to 
keep the 25 MPH speed limit on Wieuca Road 
and want it vigorously enforced, we learned that 
the GDOT’s policies block radar enforcement on 
Wieuca at speed limits lower than 30 MPH.  (See 
Robert Sarkissian’s article, page 1.)   

Our state representative, Ed 
Lindsey (Georgia House of 
Representatives, District 
54), also addressed the 
crowd.  He spoke of his 
work as the Chair of the Ap-
propriations Committee of 
Education.  Revenue is 
down and funding has been 
cut.  The State has greatly 
cut what they give to edu-
cation, which is primarily 
funded by local property 
taxes.  He described how 
students and parents around the state, con-
cerned about losing school nurses, sent him 
tongue depressors in protest.  The school nurse 
program was not cut.  The state kept full fund-
ing for national board certification for teachers 
and the Governor’s Honors Program.  The cen-
tral office for state education took the biggest 
funding cuts. 

Mary Harrington spoke briefly to the group.  She 
is the new City of Atlanta Recycling Program 
Manager.  She brought stickers to label our bins 
“Yard Waste” or “Recycling”:  these were ea-
gerly snapped up.  She told us that the original 
plan had been to give households large rolling 
bins for recycling and the like, but the economic 
crisis made this plan impossible. 

The economic crisis has also swollen the ranks 
of the homeless, while donations to help them 
are down.  NBCA collected food for Crossroads 
Community Ministries, which includes a soup 
kitchen which feeds homeless persons.  Twenty-
eight pounds of food were contributed. 

Prior to the formal meeting there was a social 
hour, including dinner.  There was hot lasagna 
(both veggie and meat), fruit salad, mixed 
salad, and a cake that said “I Love North Buck-
head”.  Many people said that the food at this 
annual meeting was the best we’ve ever had.  
Thanks to Piper Harris, our Social Co-chair, for 
an outstanding job with the food, drinks, and 
social gathering.  We also appreciate the work 
of Rita Christopher, Patti Brenan and Carol Ca-
hill, who assisted Piper.   

 

Rep. Ed Lindsey 

APD Major Browning 
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• "One of Atlanta's top Realtors," Atlanta Magazine, 2005 
• Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979 
• Phoenix Award, Atlanta Board of Realtors 
• Life Member, Million Dollar Club 
• RE/MAX Hall of Fame 
• Longtime Volunteer and Board Member, 

Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta 
• Past President, North Buckhead Home & Garden Club 
• Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member, 

High Museum of Art 
• Licensed Realtor Since 1994 

Associate Broker  
Home Office:  404-843-2255 
           Office:  404-233-4633 

                         Cell:  404-966-9220 

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

of Buckhead 
Each office independently owned and operated  

Jackie Goodman 
JackieGoodman@remax.net 

Traffic Impact of School at 4141 Wieuca Road 

The Wieuca campus has much more off-street 
queuing space than the new school does (see 
Figure 1 and the Site Plan).  Peak queuing times 
onto Old Ivy occur between 7:48 AM and 7:53 
AM.  At those times backup onto Old Ivy slowed 
traffic and the majority of those days the stack 
was at most 6 to 8 cars at 7:45 and traffic was 
moving, albeit at a crawl. Therefore, the traffic 
was only minimally affected and by 8:00 all was 
clear. Thus I characterize the majority of days 
as “Minimally Impacted”.  My measurements 
showed that approximately 85% of vehicular 
traffic on Old Ivy westbound was to serve Sarah 
Smith School.   

The worst day during my study was Friday Octo-
ber 24, due to rain and cold.  The backup on Old 
Ivy extended past my residence at 515 Old Ivy 
to the GA400 overpass; it peaked around 7:58 
and by 8:09 had diminished.  At the peak about 
70 cars were in the queue.  The worst case wait 
from the end of the line to the school was about 
six minutes.  I consider this situation to be at 
the “Tolerance Threshold”, equivalent to many 
high capacity/stressed intersections around our 

area. 

Findings and  
Recommendations: 

I conducted morning 
traffic counts on 

(Continued on page 7) 

By Robert Sarkissian, Traffic Committee Chair 

By now everyone is familiar with the plan to 
build a new elementary school at 4141 Wieuca 
Road.  With the general architectural plans now 
in place, a question naturally comes to mind: 
how will Wieuca Road traffic be impacted?  

As part of the design process, two traffic impact 
studies were performed.  The first, released in 
April, 2008, gathered traffic statistics within the 
general area of the new school. That report sup-
ports the notion that, even with some antici-
pated growth, the school’s placement on Wieuca 
Road would have minimal impact on traffic con-
gestion from pure loading perspective.   

However, real traffic flow around schools often 
differs from pure loading because of the conges-
tion caused by drop-off and pick-up queues.   A 
September addendum APS study focused on ex-
actly that — a queuing study of the current Old 
Ivy campus.  I also undertook my own initiative 
to collect additional data, performed in the 
morning when greater impact on traffic occurs. 

While the APS Old Ivy queuing study looked at 
the first two weeks of 
this school year, my 
study was conducted 
later in the school year 
when conditions had 
reached “steady state”. 

 Figure 1 Old Ivy Site 
Wieuca 

Site 
"Worst Case" On-street Queuing Area 1,400 ft 450 ft 
Off-street Queuing Area 200 ft 1,150 ft 
Drop-off/Pick-up Zone 200 ft 200 ft 
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adequate time to re-enter Wieuca Road. 
Flashing school zone lights, smart signs and 
speed bumps on the GA400 bridge, and 
speed enforcement measures are needed 
where the excessive speeding occurs.  The 
curve just south of the bridge should be the 
beginning point for the school zone.  Limited 
duty signaling on Wieuca at the driveway 
should be considered.  

4. A plan must be devised to work southbound 
school traffic onto the school driveway.  One 
possibility is a short dedicated left turn lane 
approaching the driveway along with a left-
turn signal.   

It would not be prudent to suggest that a new 
elementary school at the selected location will 
have zero impact on the traffic flow on Wieuca 
Road and neighboring streets.  I believe that 
back-ups onto Wieuca Road may occur when 
weather or holiday congestion also causes more 
general traffic congestion.  

Surrounding infrastructure improvements must 
be included in the overall design.  For safety 
reasons sidewalks, which are currently planned 
to extend just to the school property limits 
should be extended on the south to North Ivy 
Road (about .4 mile) and on the north to Moun-
tain Way (about .4 mile).  Each intersection 
along that area needs to be properly striped and 
marked as there are blind curves to contend 
with.   A dedicated right turn lane extending to 
the GA400 bridge should be considered for a 
safety margin, providing another 200 feet of 
back-up queuing resources. 

Encouraging more children to walk to school will 
have a positive impact on the vehicular traffic – 
even a 15% drop would be significant.    

Though no guidelines currently allow for this, I 
believe that elementary school zones should 

have 15 MPH speed 
limits posted when 
children are present.  
I’ve seen this done in 
many communities in 
other states. 

Schools, particularly 
elementary schools, 
are a precious re-
source and should be 
integrated into the 
fabric of our neighbor-
hood.  Yet, as I have 

come to realize after eight years as the chair for 
the traffic committee, no matter what happens, 
not everyone will be happy.  The central location 
of the new school should anchor a new environ-
ment, offering the possibility of transforming 
Wieuca Road from a speeding cut-through/
bypass artery into a campus-like area that con-
tributes to the prosperity and worth of our 
neighborhood. 

 

Wieuca at the entrance of the new school.  The 
biggest discrepancy is not the traffic volume but 
the behavior of the traffic. This would come to 
no surprise to residents along Wieuca who have 
had to endure the excessive speeding. 

Though my observations only were focused on 
the morning commute and do not deal with the 
parking requirements, I agree with the APS 
study that the off-street 
queuing space at the 
new school (1050 feet) 
is adequate to handle 
anticipated traffic with-
out backing up onto 
Wieuca Road on normal 
days providing that the 
following measures are 
taken: 
1. Drivers/students 

must be encouraged 
to follow a prompt 
drop-off protocol. 

2. School busses must be routed in a right-in, 
right-out pattern when using the school 
driveway. Adequate room is needed for bus-
ses to negotiate turns without clipping into 
the opposite lane. 

3. Traffic calming and speed control should 
slow northbound traffic to allow exiting cars 

Traffic Impact of School at 4141 Wieuca Road — cont. 

Proposed site plan and queuing line for drop off 
& pick up at the new 4141 Wieuca Road school. 

Note the ample off-road waiting line area.   
(APS map annotated by NBCA) 

 Figure 2 My Old Ivy  
Study 

Wieuca  
Projection* 

 *Assume same traffic volumes as 
Old Ivy site Normal   Rainy 

Day Normal   Rainy 
Day 

Cars on-street at 7:45 AM 6 to 8 60 0 18  
Peak Queuing Period Start 7:48 AM 7:42 AM Same Same  
Cars On-street at Peak 10 to 12 70 0 28 
Max Time in Street Queue 3 min. 6 Min. 0 2.5 min. 
Peak Queuing Period End 7:53 AM 7:58 AM Same Same  
Street All Clear 8:00 AM 8:09 AM Always 8:00AM 
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It would be inaccessible in a number of ways 
and not really “our” library.  I learned that if 
people unite and fight for something that we 
believe in, we can make a difference. 
 
Update:  As we go to press, there have been 
new developments.  Ben Carter has come back 
with a proposal to build a replica of our library 
elsewhere in Buckhead for $24 million for the 
land and library construction.  Then he will take 
the land where the library is located now for his 
Streets of Buckhead development. 
 
I see a number of problems with the proposal.  
It is not much different from what has already 
been voted on, which was disapproved.  The li-
brary was built for a specific site and much of its 
world-renowned architectural value depends on 
the site.  Ida Williams gave land to the county 
with the understanding that it would always be 
for a library, and to sell that land after having 
taken it with that understanding (not to mention 
the bake sales, described previously) would not 
be ethical.  Finally, a large parcel of land in 
Buckhead and good construction of a large, new 
library would cost significantly more than $24 
million.  As we go to press, the Fulton County 
Commission will vote on July 2.  It remains to 
be seen if they will do the right thing. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Library — Continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James L. Cosgrove, JD 
Managing Broker 
NPU business representative           
 
We Sell Buckhead™ 
• free website:  www.123yourstreet.com 
• 24/7 access to your showings and visitor feedback 
• staging and color consultation 
• market analysis with comparable sales price history 
• Buckhead’s Home Team ™ 
• owned and operated in Buckhead 
 

404-841-9000 for no-obligation consultation 
 

www.buckheadrealty.net 

The Buckhead Experts ™ 

 
 

By Jane Zoelick 

Atlanta Public Schools has purchased land in or-
der to create a new educational center for Sarah 
Smith Elementary School. Valerie Thomas, APS 
Director of Facilities, says “We are excited about 
the opportunity to create a primary center at 
4141 Wieuca Road. We believe it will help re-
lieve overcrowding at the main campus, and it 
will be a benefit to the entire community.” The 
site is large enough for a potential Kindergarten 
through 5th grade school in the future, and the 
initial structure is being planned to allow for the 
addition of classrooms at a later date. 

The center is expected to be ready for occu-
pancy mid-year 2009-2010. Until then, kinder-
garten students will continue to be accommo-
dated at the current Kindergarten Annex located 
at 4100 Roswell Road, and 1st through 5th grade 
students will be taught at the main campus at 
370 Old Ivy Road.  Once the new center is avail-
able, the Kindergarten Annex will close. 

No changes will be made to the current Sarah 
Smith attendance zone with the creation of the 
new facility. APS believes the new educational 
center will provide a 7-10 year solution for over-
crowding at Sarah Smith. Using a 32% growth 
factor, APS estimates there will be 1100 stu-
dents at the two facilities for the 2017-2018 
school year. If this growth occurs, there would 
then be a need to expand the newly planned 
primary center to a K-5 school. 

New School: 4141 Wieuca 
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