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ment, who are responsible for street and sidewalk in-
frastructure.  Public representatives have included the 
Sarah Smith PTA Co-presidents Elizabeth Reed and An-
gie Chesin, along with NBCA representatives.   

While the changes outlined below 
might make Wieuca Road less 
attractive for cut-through traffic 
between Roswell Road and 
Peachtree Road, our recommen-
dations were based on the prem-
ise that our main priority has to 
be the safety of our children ac-
cessing the new campus.    

New traffic signals 
Plans include two pedestrian-
actuated countdown signals on 
Wieuca Road: one at Ivy Road 
and the other at Whittington 
Drive.  In the mornings and after-
noons, these signals would also 
serve as a means for vehicular 
traffic spacing and control into 
and out of the campus. These 
signals might be inactivated dur-
ing non-school hours.  

New all-way stops 
New rules are taking effect that 
will result in smaller school bus 
service zones.  So, more students 

(Continued on page 8) 

 By Robert Sarkissian, NBCA Traffic Chair 

Construction of our new Sarah Smith School has pro-
gressed to the stage that the structure of the school 
complex is visible from Wieuca 
Road.  At the same time,  planning 
to provide the street and sidewalk 
infrastructure needed by the school 
has been moving along.  These 
plans have focused on three dimen-
sions:  

1. The first involves traffic flow in 
the area adjacent to the school.  
The school’s new driveway must 
be integrated with the existing 
roadway including egress and 
ingress access, signaling, sign-
age, and striping for vehicular 
traffic.  A traffic flow concept for 
vehicles entering and leaving 
the school must be defined. 

2. The second consists of improve-
ments and other safety related 
mechanisms to ensure student 
safety for pedestrian traffic: 
crosswalks, pedestrian-activated 
signals, adequate sidewalk net-
works, etc.   

3. The third encompasses traffic 
calming and enforcement for 
the entire 1.8 mile stretch of Wieuca Road from 
Phipps Boulevard to Roswell Road.  These plans 
include the establishment of a school zone that will 
be located approximately between the GA 400 
overpass and Wieuca Trace. 

All of these measures must be in place by next January 
when the school opens to ensure adequate safety for 
our students.  As Atlantans know, there is a budget 
crisis in the City of Atlanta and funds for out-of-the-
ordinary needs are extremely limited.  Accordingly, in-
terim, low cost solutions are being pursued where pos-
sible.   City Councilman Howard Shook has been in-
volved in this planning effort and has been proactive in 
seeking the funding needed to complete these tasks in 
the relatively short time span remaining.  Atlanta 
Board of Education member Katy Pattillo and oth-
ers in Atlanta Public Schools have also been involved as 
have representatives of the City’s Public Works Depart-
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will need to either walk or carpool to school.  Unfortu-
nately, the existing sidewalks along Wieuca Road are 
across the street from the new school.  Hopefully, in 
the future, sidewalks will be built on both sides of the 
entire length of Wieuca, but there is neither the money 
nor the time to build them before the school opens.  
Accordingly, to reach existing sidewalks, new cross-
walks  and all-way stops are needed for at least two 
Wieuca intersections: Loridans Drive and North Ivy 
Road.  These all-way stops ensure that students can 
cross Wieuca safely while also serving to calm and me-
ter vehicular traffic. 

Atlanta Public Works plans to conduct all-way stop 
analyses at the intersections of Old Ivy Road & Wieuca 
Road, North Ivy Road & Wieuca Road, and Loridans 
Drive & Wieuca Road in the coming weeks.  

New Sidewalks 
As stated previously, currently the sidewalks are situ-
ated on the opposite side of Wieuca from the school.  
Making all students on the east side of Wieuca cross it 
twice to get to the new campus seems like an unneces-
sary burden.  So, Atlanta Public Works will prepare a 
cost estimate for short segments of new sidewalks 
along Wieuca Road from Danube Road to the school.  
Additional new sidewalks from Statewood Road, proba-
bly to North Ivy, are also needed.  With these improve-
ments, 90% of affected students living on the east side 
of Wieuca who are ineligible to ride school buses will 
be able to walk to school. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wieuca Road changes/Sarkissian—continued 

Wieuca speed limit 
Many residents along Wieuca Road have been vocal in 
their outrage at continual excessive speeding and occa-
sional speed-related crashes on Wieuca Road.  Many 
learned at our Annual Meeting (see article, page 2 and 
3) that the police are unable to enforce the 25 MPH 
Wieuca limit using radar.  This limitation is the result of 
Georgia DOT policies.  The lack of speed enforcement 
poses a special threat, given that the school will open 
in January.  State Representative  Ed Lindsey has been 
most helpful in outlining our options on this issue.  An 
obvious possibility would be to override the GDOT, ei-
ther through legislation or lobbying — while this may 
be possible, it wouldn’t happen before school opens.    

After many hours of discussion, with much input from 
Howard Shook and Ed Lindsey, we concluded that rais-
ing the speed limit to 30 MPH outside of the school 
zone deserves consideration.  As counterintuitive as it 
may sound, raising the speed limit appears to be our 
best option to slow down traffic, especially when com-
bined with traffic calming/control measures, such as 
the new traffic signals and all-way stops.  Importantly, 
it should be possible to make this change before the 
school opens.  With the limit raised to 30 MPH (keeping 
25 MPH in the school zone), enforcement all along 
Wieuca Road will again be possible.   

“Smart signs” 
The changes outlined above will be augmented by 
“smart signs” to alert drivers of their speed vs. the 
speed limit and by “reduced speed ahead” signage as 
they approach the school zone. 

Is this the final plan? 
We want to keep you informed.  At this point in time, 
we are describing a tentative plan but cannot say for 
sure what will ultimately happen.  All of these proposed 
changes appear to be realistic, but we don’t know if 
money can be found, especially given Atlanta’s dismal 
financial situation.  And, we don’t know that the speed 
limit can be changed in time.   

An update will be provided in our October newsletter 
and through our e-mail updates in the interim.  If you 
are not on our e-mail list, please sent your request to 
be added to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com.   

If you have any comments or suggestions about these 
plans, please send them to NBCA, PO Box 420391, At-
lanta 30342 or to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com. 

Katy Pattillo of the Atlanta Board of Education 
asked us to pass on the following request:  

Atlanta Public Schools is interested in having vol-
unteers for the school crossing guard program.  They 
will need crossing guards at the new Smith Annex on 
Wieuca Road.  If you know anyone who is interested, 
they may contact Ms. Carol Willis at 404 802-3535. 

APS needs crossing guards 
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Sarah Smith Annex - Potential Pedestrian Students - East Side

Year (All) This summary includes children currently attending Sarah Smith grades K-5
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Arden Way 3 3
Danube Rd 6 6
Glengary Dr 2 2
Loridans Dr 10 10
Lovette Lane 1 1
Mountain Dr 1 1
Potters Walk 1 1
Skyland Dr 3 3
Stovall Blvd 2 2
Tree Haven Dr 3 3
Valley Green Dr 14 14
Wieuca Rd 2 2 6 5 2 2 19
Wieuca Ter 5 5
Wieuca Trace 10 10
Statewood Rd 16 16
Chateaugay Lane 3 3
North Ivy Rd 13 13
North Stratford Rd 5 5
West Wieuca Rd 2 2
Grand Total 34 19 16 10 9 8 6 5 5 4 2 1 119
Average any school year 17 9.5 8 5 4.5 4 3 2.5 2.5 2 1 0.5 59.5

(Home street in rows, Access to cross Wieuca, if necessary, in columns) 

Gordon Certain
North Buckhead Civic Association

May 27, 2009
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Sarah Smith Annex - Potential Pedestrian Students - West Side

Year (All)

Count of Last Access
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beverly ln 3 3
emma ln 4 4
haverhill dr 3 3
herrington dr 7 7
ivy knoll 8 8
ivy place 8 8
ivy rd 12 12
Lakemoore dr 7 7
land o'lakes dr 7 7
mayfair rd 8 8
midvale dr 5 5
n stratford rd 8 8
old ivy ln 7 7
old ivy rd 13 2 15
Pinecrest rd 7 7
sheldon dr 4 4
whittington ct 2 2
whittington dr 3 3
wieuca overlook 1 1
wieuca rd 5 6 5 16
rickenbacker way 1 4 1 6
rickenbacker dr 1 2 3
Grand Total 56 27 14 13 8 7 6 5 5 2 1 144
Average any school year 28 13.5 7 6.5 4 3.5 3 2.5 2.5 1 0.5 72
Percent 39% 19% 10% 9% 6% 5% 4% 3% 3% 1% 1% 100%
Cumul percent 39% 58% 67% 76% 82% 87% 91% 94% 98% 99% 100%
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  Katrina, 

 

I very much appreciate the prompt and thorough attention you and others in the Bureau have devoted 
to the development of a plan to enhance the safety of drivers and pedestrians using Wieuca Road, 
particularly in the immediate approaches to the new elementary school. 

I looked over your findings today with Gordon Certain and Robert Sarkissian and we have some 
questions & comments. 

1. We need help interpreting your breakdown of sidewalk costs.   
a. Your box indicates the entire Danube‐to‐N Ivy length would cost $217K, but then shows 

a much smaller portion (Statewood‐to‐Danube) as costing more ($254K). The cost 
estimate for the Danube to North Ivy length does not include the section in front of the 
school nor the section from GA 400 to Statewood. The estimates were done for the 
locations marked on the map provided by Mr. Certain. The tree replacement, removal, 
and retaining wall caused the estimate to be higher for the Statewood to Danube Road 
section than the North Ivy to Danube Road section. 

b. Will any retaining walls be required, and if so was the cost factored in? Yes, retaining 
walls will be required. The cost was factored into the estimate. 

c. Was existing sidewalk accounted for? The section poured in front of the new homes just 
before the 400 overpass. Yes 

d. Was the stretch of sidewalk APS will build accounted for? No. 
2. We need help understanding your definition of a ‘curve’ severe enough to fail a warrant for an 

all‐way stop/pedestrian crossing at Wieuca/N. Ivy.  There appears to be a clear line of sight over 
a considerable distance from both approaches to this location.  While there does appear to be a 
clear line of sight on Wieuca Road, the low volume of traffic caused the intersection to fail the 
all‐way stop analysis.   

3. While the proposed traffic signal/crosswalk at the Whittington intersection is indeed on a curve, 
don’t remedies exist to slow/warn oncoming traffic well in advance?  Both this & the proposed 
crossing in (2) will be used by children who perhaps weren’t factored into your evaluation.  
(Remember, the APS policy will prohibit bus‐ridership within this area. Simply researching the 
Sarah Smith Elementary School directory credibly demonstrates the high number of little kids 
who will, one way or another, be forced to cross Wieuca.) There are advanced warning 
measures to slow/warn oncoming traffic. 

4. Although the community & I sincerely wish to evaluate and remediate traffic/pedestrian 
problems along the entire length of Wieuca, in recognition of the impending school opening we 
feel obligated to concentrate on that section for the moment.   

5. We feel it would be mutually educational to meet a traffic engineer for an on‐site visit. We 
welcome an on‐site visit. Please let us know of the date and time so that we may schedule 
accordingly. 

8/28/09 - Page 14 of 14 


	2009-08-13 Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map.pdf
	2009-08-13 Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map.pdf
	North Buckhead Civic Association.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-1.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-2.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-3.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-4.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-5.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-6.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-7.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-8.pdf

	Sarah Smith Annex Walkers west side-1d.pdf

	response to Councilmember Shook081909.pdf
	2009-08-13 Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map.pdf
	2009-08-13 Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map.pdf
	2009-08-13 Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map.pdf
	North Buckhead Civic Association.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-1.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-2.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-3.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-4.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-5.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-6.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-7.pdf
	Sarah Smith Pedestrian Students on North Buckhead Map-cropped-8.pdf

	Sarah Smith Annex Walkers west side-1d.pdf

	response to Councilmember Shook081909.pdf




